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Optimism 

Joshua and Caleb were positively optimistic. They surveyed the situa-
tion and saw the taking of Canaan as a no-lose situation (cf. Num. 14:7-9). 
But have you stopped to consider what made them so optimistic? When the 
majority was cursed with a pessimistic spirit, these men saw looming victo-
ry. 

They were optimistic about the land (7). They didn’t just refer to it as 
the land, but as a good land. They saw it not just as a “good land,” but an 
exceedingly good land. The Hebrew word translated “exceedingly” means 
“power and strength.” The idea is that it’s exceptional. It’s the same word 
used in Deuteronomy 6:5, that “you shall love the Lord your God 
with all….”   The word is a word with great depth and the word God used to 
describe His view of creation in Genesis 1:31, which was “very” good. A 
passion that is strong can’t be faked or contrived! They saw such potential 
in Canaan. 

They were optimistic about the labor (9). Their faith led them to the 
optimistic conclusion that the Canaanites were their prey and that those na-
tive people’s protection was removed from them. They repeatedly admon-
ished Israel not to fear them. Someone has said, “Fear wants to give your 
present to your past so you don’t have a future.” 

They were optimistic about the Lord (8). He was the heart of their opti-
mism. Joshua and Caleb mention His name three times in encouraging the 
people to take possession. They say that the Lord is with them and is 
pleased with them. To act with the assertion that the Lord is on our side is 
the height of optimism. They weren’t fooling themselves. God had already 
said He’d be with them, and they could look into the past and see His assis-
tance and provision. 

We have the same reasons to see this life with the same level of opti-
mism. We don’t have a physical territory to inherit, but we still have a 
heavenly inheritance. Hebrews 9:15 tells us it’s eternal. Our labor is differ-
ent, but we still should be optimistic about the battle with the enemy (Heb. 
2:14-15). We live in a different age, but we serve the unchanging God 
(Mal. 3:6). A.W. Tozer has said, “He is immutable, which means that He 
has never changed and can never change in any smallest measure. To 
change he would need to go from better to worse or from worse to bet-
ter.  He cannot do either, for being perfect He cannot become more perfect, 
and if He were to become less perfect, He would be less than God.”  All of 
this should give us the fuel for optimism however dark or doubtful the situ-
ation seems!      —Neal Pollard 

 



You will notice, in the “Dates to Remember” 
that, for the first time we have listed a date for a 
devotional at the Stilley House in Benton. We 
have been asked by the Stilley House to conduct 
a devotional service on the third Sunday        
afternoon of every other month. That means that 
we will be going there in May, July, September 
and November. This month’s service will be 
next Sunday, May 15th.  The devotionals will 
begin at 1:30.We will have men to go  and lead 
singing, and prayers, as well as give short talks. 
We would also appreciate any of you going  on 
those occasions to lend support with your      
attendance and participation. Any men who 
would like to participate in leading singing, 
prayers or speaking, need to contact Gayle Hall. 

Just a note about our blood drive last week—

we were credited with 22 units of blood! Thanks 
to all those who donated and/or helped in any 
way! Also thanks to those who attempted but 
were turned away!. We appreciate your effort! 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

May 11—WNES—Chris Lyden 

May 12—Caring Cooks  
May 15—Stilley House Devotional 
May 15—Graduates’ Banquet 
May 16—Monday Night for the Master 
May 22—Baby Shower for Ali Martin 

May 25—WNES, Justin Rogers 

May 26—Caring Cooks 

Baptism 

We rejoice with Jennifer Neal for her      
baptism into Christ on Wednesday, April 27. 
Please continue to pray for and encourage her in 
her Christian life. 

Graduates’ Banquet 

Sunday night, May 15 following worship 
there will be a finger food fellowship meal and 
recognition program at the Activities Building in 
honor of our 2016 high school graduates. Our 
graduating seniors are: Jillian Farris, Madison 
Guess, and Peyton Porter. 

2016 College Graduates 

Please turn in the names of our 2016         
college graduates along with the name of their 
school to Laura or email to the church office 
email address by Sunday, May 15. We will rec-
ognize them along with the high school grads on 
the front page in an upcoming bulletin. 

Bread of Life 

In the next few weeks we will be collecting 
supplies for infant kits for Bread of Life         
Humanitarian Effort. The supplies needed are: 
baby bibs, bottles, blankets, toys, soap, baby 
shampoo, wash cloths, pacifiers, outfit, socks, 
lotion, cloth diapers and pins. 

Thank You 

Thank you to all those who have remembered 
me by sending cards and praying for me. 

   —Patsy Atnip 

New Address:  
Patsy Atnip 

Suite 243, Gaither Suites at West Park 

4960 Village Square Drive 

Paducah, KY 42001 

Birthdays,  May 8-14  

♦ May 8—Nelda Beth 

♦ May 10—Emily Bean 

♦ May 11—Jimmy Owen 

 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Imogene Hulsey—Superior Care, 412 

Barbara Croley (Pat’s mother)—Superior Care 
Rehab 

Barbara Cunningham (Mike Dougher ty’s aunt)
—hospital in Marion, IL 

Charles Allen,  Nelda Beth, Danny Butler,  
Billie Davis,  Robert Driver, Genevieve Estes,                   
Terin Mills, Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,  
Karen Porter, Marge Redden, Joe Smith,                     
Leisha Vaughn,  Brenda Williams   
 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Parkview—Patsy Atnip  

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

Do We Really Mean It? 

The story is told of a noted conductor who 
was guiding his chorus and orchestra through 
a dress rehearsal of Handel’s Messiah.  The 
soprano soloist sang a perfect musical rendi-
tion of the refrain “I Know that My Redeemer 
Liveth.”  The conductor was neither pleased 
nor impressed.  He asked her, if she really 
knew her Redeemer, to which she replied, “I 
think so.”  His challenge was , “Then sing like 
it.”  

Every worship period we sing some great 
hymns.  Some are old, others new.  Some 
are fast, others slow.  Though we always 
want to do our best, the challenge of worship 
is not the quality of the music, but the heart-
felt quality of the words sung. 

Do we mean it, when we sing… 

“Christ we do all adore Thee, and we do 
praise Thee forever.” 

“Oh how I love Jesus, Oh how I love Je-
sus, 

Oh how I love Jesus, because He first 
loved me.” 

“My Jesus I love you, I know Thou art 
mine. 

For Thee all the follies of sin I resign.” 

“I bring my sins to Thee, the sins I cannot 
count, 

that all may cleansed be in Thy once 
opened fount.” 

 During the singing, are we participants or 
spectators?  Do we experience and display 
emotions, or do we strive to be stoic?  Are  
we thinking about the content or vainly sing-
ing lyrics?  Let’s never allow our minds to be 
in neutral or our spirits to be asleep!  Don’t 
forget, we are commanded to sing with the 
spirit and the mind (I Cor. 14:15).  

—Don Loftis  

May 8, 2016 

PEW PACKERS 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
May 1, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (April 27)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                 143 

                        173 

                        235                                
                    141  
                     $9,297 

 WNES 2016 
 

Things Needed in Our 
Homes 

 
Wednesday, May 11 

“Trust” 
 

Speaker: Chris Lyden 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, May 8, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall  

Opening Prayer: Ross Dougherty  

Closing Prayer: Pat Croley  

Convalescent Center: William Smith 

   Ben Leonard  

      

                            
                    6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer: Stan Gautney  

Closing Prayer: Mark Hart             

 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 

Announcements: Dennis Driver               

Song Leader: Ben Leonard  

Opening Prayer: Jeff Hall          
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


