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The Starfish and the Spider  

A starfish has between four and 50 arms.  If you cut one off, the arm can      
regenerate.  Not only that, but in some species of starfish, like the blue linkia, if 
you cut off all five arms, you will get five new starfish!  That is possible because 
of the unique physiology of the starfish:  it is a completely decentralized          
organism.   

In their book, The Starfish and the Spider, authors Ori Brafmon and Rod   
Beckstrom contrast the starfish with the spider.   They point out that if you cut off 
the head of a spider, it dies, because unlike the starfish, the spider is a centralized 
organism.    

Brafmon and Beckstrom use these two creatures to describe two different types 
of human organizations. The spider represents the typical Western corporate 
model, with a CEO and a top-down, centralized hierarchy.  The starfish, on the 
other hand, represents an increasingly common social structure: the decentralized 
organization.  

One example of a “starfish” is the Internet.  The rise of the World Wide Web 
has brought a new appreciation for the power of decentralized social organiza-
tions.  In fact, ARPANET, the original computer network that eventually led to 
the development of the Internet, was created by the United States Defense       
Department so that in the event of a war (especially a nuclear war) the military 
would have a communication system that could not be destroyed.  Because the 
Internet does not have any centralized command location, it is indestructible.  

I would argue that the original “World Wide Web” is the church.  Neither Jesus 
nor the apostles made any provision for a centralized structure:  there is no presi-
dent or Pope in the New Testament, nor is there any headquarters or ecclesiastical 
bureaucracy.  Jesus is the only “head” and he has “all authority” in the church 
(Ephesians 1:22-23, Matthew 28:18).    

This decentralized structure is a great strength.  It protects all of the churches 
from the domination of any one individual.  It respects the headship of Jesus over 
the church, which is his body (Ephesians 5:23).  It helps to prevent the rise of 
man-made denominational structures and hierarchies. And, it ensures that the 
church cannot be easily corrupted or destroyed, because if one congregation is 
attacked or corrupted, others can easily spring up to carry on the Lord’s work.    

In keeping with the pattern of the New Testament, the churches of Christ are, 
and always have been, "starfish" organizations.  Each local church has its own 
leaders, chosen from that congregation, familiar with the challenges and opportu-
nities of that community, accountable to the flock, responsive to the needs of the     
people.  There is no distant national or worldwide denominational structure     
controlling the churches or dictating doctrine.    

Our congregations are connected, but by two spiritual ties:  our common      
allegiance to Christ as our only “head,” and our heartfelt desire to “love the 
brotherhood” (1 Peter 2:17).  May it ever be so.  —Dan Williams 



Since we have space and time this week to do so, 
let me remind you of some things surrounding the 
publication and distribution of our bulletin.  

The bulletin is printed every Wednesday. There 
are  a few exceptions through the year, the most     
notable ones being the weeks containing Thanksgiv-
ing Day and Christmas Day. During those weeks, it is 
printed and mailed on Monday or Tuesday. This 
schedule services well to get the bulletin into peoples’ 
homes by Saturday if they receive it by regular mail. 
One thing we ask: if you plan to move, please send us 
a change of address   notice prior to your move.  

We also make The Encourager available by email. 
We send an email with an active link to a PDF so you 
can access the bulletin and read it online. We store 
these PDF documents during the month as Dropbox 
(a cloud service) files. We then empty each folder at 
the end of the month. So, if you want to be able to 
read the file for several days or weeks, you need to 
download it and save it to your computer.  

I probably need to say one more thing about the 
links. We send this link through a mass emailer called 
iContact. Some people on our list have requested the 
bulletin through their email at work. Some of those 
businesses, in turn, may block the email, either      
because it is a mass email or because it is from a 
church. So, my suggestion would be for you to have it 
delivered to your personal (home) email. Also, make 
sure that emails such as ours can get through by 
checking your spam settings and ensuring that Calvert 
City church of Christ is on your “safe list” or in some 
other way cleared to go to your inbox. 

 I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

September 25—Caring Cooks 

September 28—Youth Devotional 
September 29—MNftM 

October 6-10—MC schools’ Fall Break 

October 11—WKYC Golf Scramble 

October 12-15—Gospel Meeting with Stephen Rogers 

 

 

Sympathy 

Deepest sympathy to Lloyd & Barbara Glass 
and family at the death of their  daughter ,   
Dana Baldwin. Dana passed away Sunday, 
September 21 and her funeral service will be 
held Friday, September 26 in Madisonville. 

The visitation for Dana will be held       
Thursday evening in Madisonville, at the Barnett
-Strother Funeral Home. We will be taking a bus 
to the visitation. The bus will need to leave the 
parking lot here at 4:30. 

Monday Night for the Master 

The next MNftM will be Monday, September 
29 at the activities building. A meal will be pro-
vided at a minimal cost for those who wish to eat 
together at 6 p.m. Work projects will begin at 
6:30 p.m. Please sign up by Sunday morning if 
possible. 

Snack Pack Program 

We have the opportunity to help the Calvert/
Sharpe Family   Resource Center provide snack 
items for children who do not have adequate 
meals on the weekends. If you would like to 
make a monetary contribution to buy snacks for 
the  Resource Center’s Snack Pack Program 
please see Laura Cordle or Wava Hall.  

 

Birthdays 

♦ September 28—John Harrington 

♦ September 29—Lila Willingham 

 

 

Area Gospel Meetings 

• Maple Hill church of Christ in Benton-

September 28-30, Time-M & T @ 7 p.m. 
Speaker: Ronnie Whittemore of Greenwood, 
IN. 

• Smith Street church of Christ in South Ful-
ton, TN—October 5-8. Time-M-W @ 7 p.m. 

      Speaker: John Dale. 
 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .  and Reflection 



 

Record: Week of  September 21, 2014 

Remember in Prayer: 
Sandy Barlow—home, recovering from eye surgery 

Anita Sullivan—home from hospital. 
Dave Lineberry—home 

Brent Fortner—home, ecovering from surgery 

Jim Ross—Marshall Co. Hospital 
Recovering from Surgery:  
Betty Hall, Jackie Harman, David Smith, Gary 
Smith, Joe Smith, Brenda Williams 

 

Edna Adams, Earl & Stephanie Atnip,  
Patsy Atnip, Nelda Beth,  Winford Claiborne 
(Bettie Bean’s uncle), Brent Cope (Nick Darnell’s 
nephew),  Billy Hall, Imogene Hulsey, Dave        
Lineberry, Ernestine Noles, Ruth Orr (Maxie For t-
ner’s friend who takes little dresses on mission trips), 
Tony Pierce (Mary Jane Sanderson’s son-in-law), 
Lexie Ray, Jace Riley (great grandson of Galon & 
Nancy Riley), Susan Sanderson,, Roy Vasseur, Todd 
Walker  
 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Calvert Convalescent Center—Nell Dobesh, Eedra 
Dossett, Mamie Hamilton, Sue Owen 

Emeritus—Rm 208: Mary Deane Swann 

Mid-Week (September 17)         
Bible Study 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   
        

    180                              
  182 

  253 

                          143 

          $7,756 

Gospel Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

October 12-16 

 

Speaker: Stephen Rogers 

 

 

Does God Mean What He Says? 

 

We know that effective parenting demands 
that moms and dads be consistent. Rules are 
made and regularly enforced. Stable boundaries 
(curfews, computer use, vocabulary, etc.) are 
clearly set so that everyone knows what is ex-
pected. This consistency minimizes arguments 
and helps children to trust the things their par-
ents say. 

God reveals Himself to us as a perfect 
“father”; one who exhibits perfect consistency. 
God’s nature never changes. David said of the 
things of this world, “Like clothing You will 
change them, and they will be changed, but 
You are the same, and Your years will not 
come to an end.” (Psalm 102:26-27). The He-
brew writer described Jesus as the “same yes-
terday, today, and forever.” James 1:17 adds 
that with the Father there “is no variation or 
shifting shadow.” 

Our heavenly Father has disciplined indi-
viduals and nations for breaking His laws. The 
flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomor-
rah are historical proofs of such. Even godly 
men like Moses, Eli, Jephthah, and David suf-
fered reproof from God. The perfect Father 
could not ignore the consequences of disobedi-
ence in those He loved. 

God means exactly what He says and keeps 
all the promises that He makes. Those promises 
about forgiveness are real. His promise of eter-
nal life is genuine and will not fail. His guaran-
tee of His presence even in our most difficult 
days has credibility, because He is perfectly 
consistent. Please take note—the Lord really 
does mean what He says. 

 Via Old Hickory church of Christ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pew Packers 

Sunday, September 28 

5:45 p.m. 
Know names of  
12 Sons of Jacob 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, September 28, 2014 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall                     

Opening Prayer: Jeff Hall               

Closing Prayer: William Hamilton             

Convalescent Ctr. Devo: Jeff Hall 

                  Gary Smith         

 

 P.M. 

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt         

Opening Prayer: Larry Davis           

Closing Prayer: Garett Travis     

       

Wednesday,  October 1, 2014 

Announcements: Nick Darnell                 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard          

Opening Prayer: Larry Davis                   

Closing Prayer: Don Thompson          
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


