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Character Above Emotional Disposition 
Gary Thomas has written an excellent book, entitled Sacred Marriage. 

The subtitle sets the tone for the message when it asks the question, “What 
if God designed marriage to make us holy instead of happy?” Thomas then 
sets forth a basic premise that marriage is a work in progress, on the part of 
both spouses.  He does not mince words within the book, and continually 
points the reader to the deliberate side of marriage.  

One must grant that such a work on marriage runs counter to the current 
cultural approach to marriage. Young people are read stories of heroes and 
heroines with the ending lines being “….they lived happily ever after.” 
Modern dating habits indicate the heavy importance of appearance and per-
sonality, with both culminating in a strong emotional connection common-
ly known as “chemistry.” That chemistry is incorrectly labeled “love” and 
sets the stage for the all-too often ending of the real-life story—the utter-
ance of the words, “I just don’t love you anymore.” 

Thomas does not does not argue for an emotionless relationship. He   
simply calls for the proper exercise of emotion in one’s life as well as in 
one’s marriage relationship. In so doing, he carefully demonstrates how 
marriage forces the spouses to look at themselves and make necessary 
changes in order to perpetuate the relationship, and in turn, the family.  

God did not make us robots, but individuals with free-will. With free 
will, we can choose to be deliberate and goal-oriented, or we can allow our-
selves to be controlled by our emotional reactions to circumstance and live 
“for-the-moment.” Both actions have consequences, not only for ourselves, 
but those around us. Our families, communities and ultimately, our coun-
try, are all eventually affected by the choice we make between the two. 
When multiple people make the same choice, the effect is hastened in its 
arrival. I do not have to tell you which choice has profoundly affected our 
country in the past thirty years.  

So, how do we turn the tide and reverse the effects of being controlled 
by our emotions? The answer looks and sounds simple on paper, but it is 
much more difficult in real-life. One by one, we must choose to be charac-
ter-oriented rather than emotion-oriented. Thomas puts it this way: “Before 
a   divorce is final, I’m usually going to encourage someone to hang in 
there, to push on through the pain, and try to grow in it and through it. Hap-
piness may well be beyond them, but spiritual maturity isn’t—and I value 
character far above any emotional disposition.” (Sacred Marriage, Kindle 
edition, location 1848-1850)   The choice is . . . yours!   

  

 



 Once again, I continue to be thankful for your love 
and    generosity in so many ways. With that in mind, 
we also continue to ask that you help us provide for 
others. On the next page, we have a list of things need 
to help families especially during the holidays. We are 
asking that you follow the list, and bring the items to 
the main church building. They will be gathered to-
gether, sorted and distributed to the families just before 
the Christmas holidays. Please have the things here by 
Sunday, December 14th. And, again, thank you so 
much for your compassionate hearts. 

On this  coming Saturday, December 13, We will 
try to rake the leaves in as many yards as possible. Of 
course, the more volunteers we have, the more people 
we can help. We especially want our young people to 
be     involved in this, and encourage families to do this     
together, if possible. We will meet at the activities 
building Saturday at 8:00 a.m. If you can help, please 
contact me or Gary Smith. 

Because of the holidays, the Red Cross is emphatic 
in saying that blood donations are vitally needed. 
Therefore, we will be hosting a blood drive on      
Monday, December 29th.  I know it is not our “usual” 
day, and it is a hectic time of the year. However, I also 
know of your care for people and I believe you will 
help in this effort, as always. So, please mark this date 
and give blood if you can. 

 

I hope you have a great week!—Lance 

 

 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

December 11—Caring Cooks 

December 14—Prepare Food Boxes 

December 14—Bible Bowl Practice 

December 29—Blood Drive 

December 31—New Year’s Eve Fellowship following  
    Wednesday night service 

 

 

 

Birthdays: Dec. 14-20 

♦ December 14—Linda Smith 

♦ December 15—Joy Farris, Dorthy Hall 

         Barbara Owen 

♦ December 16—Kensey Hall 

♦ December 17—Mark Borden 

♦ December 18—Andrea Davis, Kara Freeman 

♦ December 20—Ross Dougherty 

****** 

““““Every good gift and every per-

fect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father 
of lights.” James 1:17 
 

****** 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Mission Spotlight: 
Alex Girodo 

Belo Horizonte, Brazil 
 

 

Calvert City church of Christ began helping 
support Alex Girodo in September 2012 after his 
graduation from Freed-Hardeman University.  
Alex preaches full time at the Central church of 
Christ in Belo Horizonte and also does mission 
work in that area. He has started several        
community outreach efforts and has conducted 
many “one-on-one” Bible studies. Information 
taken from Alex’s monthly reports shows that he 
has baptized 38 souls into Christ in the 24 
months he has been back in Brazil. Alex also 
works with  the nearby children’s home (which 
is operated by the Tennessee Children’s Home). 
The church in Belo Horizonte just celebrated its 
28th anniversary. 

    —Jackie Travis 



 

Record: Week of  December 7, 2014 

Remember in Prayer: 
Chloe Howard—Baptist Health, CCU 

Joyce Dossett—Parkview Rehab 

Dora Davis—Lakeside 

JoNell Dawes—home, recovering from surgery 

 

Edna Adams, Earl & Stephanie Atnip,  
Patsy Atnip, Sandy Barlow, Nelda Beth,  
Brent Cope (Nick Darnell’s nephew),  Larry Davis, 
Carolyn Dunn, Betty Hall, Joe Hall, Imogene 
Hulsey, Dave Lineberry, Amanda Muncher, Ern-
estine Noles,  Tony Pierce (Mary Jane Sanderson’s 
son-in-law), Galon Riley, Jace Riley (great grand-
son of Galon &    Nancy Riley), Susan Sanderson, Joe 
Smith, Todd Walker, Addisyn Wyatt  
 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Calvert Convalescent Center—Nell Dobesh, Eedra 
Dossett, Sue Owen 

Emeritus—Rm 208: Mary Deane Swann 

Mid-Week (December 3)         
Bible Study 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   
        

     145 

   158            
   234            
                           130 

                $8,192 

Food & Household 
Supplies for Families 

Deadline for donations Decem-
ber 14.  Here are the food and 
household items needed 
(Please stick to the list): 
 

 

Canned Goods:  

Green Beans 

Corn 

Yams/Sweet Potatoes 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Cake Mix 

Frosting 

Tea or Lemonade Mix 

 

Youth Announcements: 

Youth Devo Sign Up 

Thanks to everyone who has hosted        

devo�onals this year.  They con�nue to be one 

of the best ways for our group to grow in rela-

�onships and spirituality.  Thank you for your 

hospitality, care, and food.  Here are the dates 

of some devo�onals for 2015: January 4
th

, Feb-

ruary 1
st

, March 1
st

, March 22
nd

, and April 19
th

.  

Please sign up in the lobby or contact me if you 

are interested in hos�ng or co-hos�ng.  Thanks 

again for this service.   

 

Lads to Leaders Mee�ng  

There will be a mee�ng in the old fellow-

ship hall this Sunday, Dec. 14, a,er morning 

worship for all par�cipants in 2015 Lads to 

Leaders. This includes those who are a.ending 

the conven�on in Louisville as well as those 

who are not a.ending but registered for 

events. The purpose will be to check your     

registra�on informa�on to ensure everything 

was entered as you wanted.  We will also dis-

cuss hotel registra�on.  

 

 
Evangelism University is January 16-18, 

2015.  This weekend is designed for high school 

students only and is one of the best things we 

do all year long!  Please, parents, consider   

sacrificing whatever is necessary for your child 

to par�cipate in this trip.  The spiritual growth 

that could happen far outweighs whatever else 

is going on.  $45/person, housing included, 

need money for 3 meals. 

No Pew Packers No Pew Packers No Pew Packers No Pew Packers     

December 14December 14December 14December 14    

Household Supplies: 
Shampoo 

Bar Soap  
Deodorant 
Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 

Dish Detergent 
Laundry Detergent 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, December 14, 2014 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer:  Joel Wommack   

Closing Prayer:  Jake Hall  

Convalescent Ctr. Devo: Robert Hall 

        Mike Dougherty                           

         

December 7, P.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard        

Opening Prayer: Gary Smith    

Closing Prayer: Dale Roberts   

      

Wednesday, December 17,  2014 

 Announcements: Austin Johnson   

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt     

Opening Prayer: Nick Darnell   

Closing Prayer:  Ben Leonard   
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


