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If You Wake Up in the Pig Pen 

Many of us, at some �me in our life, have found ourselves in a really 

difficult situa�on as the result of having made a series of bad decisions—

financial problems, marital problems, spiritual problems. And when things 

begin to unravel there seems to be no way to stop the destruc�on—it 

takes on a life of its own. We wake up one day and our life is in shambles 

and we have such a disaster that we feel helpless to even know where to 

start repairing the damage. 

I know you’ve heard the axiom, “When you find yourself in a deep 

hole, the first thing to do is STOP DIGGING.” 

The next thing to do is stop blaming others for your problems.     

Blaming someone else for your ac�ons is what greased the slide for your 

wreck. 

You are where you are because you made bad decisions; or because 

you refused to make good decisions. (While there is a difference between 

the two, both roads lead to the same place—disaster!) 

As complex as your situa�on may be, there is only one solu�on if you 

really want to change your life—make a right decision. Do what you know 

is right. Just make the next right decision. Will it hurt? Of course it will 

hurt. But think about how much your wrong decisions have hurt—yourself 

and probably others. Do you think things will improve if you keep doing 

what you’ve been doing? If so, then keep digging. 

But when you’re ready for your life to get be6er, make the next right 

decision. And keep on making right decisions. 

The truth is, our problem is usually not that we “don’t know what to 

do” – even though that’s what we say; the problem is that we need the 

courage to do what we know is the right thing. 

If you wake up in the pig pen, make up your mind to swallow your 

pride and come back home. 

     Ken Stegall 

     Woodland Oaks church of Christ 

     The Woodlands, TX 

 



 This past Sunday was a great day in 
regard to our overall attendance, especial-
ly with those visiting on account of the 
July 4th holiday. Some were visiting 
family, but several were in our area for 
camping and other vacation activities. 
Whatever the reason, we were thankful to 
have them among us and blend our hearts 
and voices in worship to God. 

Whether one counts July 1 as “the 
turn” of the year or July 4th as “the turn” 
of summer, we have now made “the 
turn.” So, we move forward with the 
work of the Lord Our next time of Mon-
day Night for the Master is coming up on 
July 18th. 

We continue to appreciate the work of 
Leslie Bean and all those who have vol-
unteered in one capacity or another in our 
renovations to the building. Even though 
we are not finished, much. has been done. 
We are so very thankful to all involved! 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

Birthdays: July 10-16 

• July 11—Hannah Barrett, Kaitlyn McLeod 

• July 13—Janet Mathis 

• July 14—William Smith 

• July 15—Don Dykes 

 Dates to Remember: 
July 3-9—WKYC All Age (8-18) 
July 5—SYS @ Benton 

July 10-15—WKYC Elementary (8-10) 
July 12—SYS @ Hardin 

July 18—MNftM 

July 24—3/16 Sunday Night 
July 31—5th Sunday, Daniel McNatt, speaker 
 

  

Sympathy 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Pat 
Croley and his family at the death of his 
mother, Barbara Croley, this past Tuesday    
evening, July 5th. Funeral arrangements are   
incomplete, but will be handled by the Milner 
and Orr Funeral Home in Paducah. 

Bridal Tea 

Ladies of the congregation are invited to a 
bridal tea  on Saturday, July 9 from 11:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. at the Activities Building for   Whit-
ney Vaughn and Justin Hickerson. Whitney 
and Justin are registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond, 
Pottery Barn, and Small Town Charm 
(Nolensville, TN). 

New Arrival 

Congratulations to Jamie & Ali Martin on the 
birth of their daughter, Jemma Rose Martin. 
Jemma was born Wednesday, June 29 and 
weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. 

Newlyweds 

In the past four months we have had several of 
our young adults to marry who have either 
grown up attending our congregation and/or who 
are currently worshiping here. Their weddings 
have been listed on the handout announcement 
sheets but not formally in the bulletin.  

Congratulations to: 

♦ Jake & Ellie Hall—April 30  

♦ Chris & Haley Lilly—May 15 

♦ Jared & Sara Higginbotham—June 6    

♦ Kevin & Erika Young—June 25 

♦ Nathan & Heather Arant—July 2 

Please keep new parents, Jamie & Ali and 
baby, Jemma and all the newlywed couples in 
your prayers. Encourage and support them. 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .  And Reflection 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Tommy Dawes—home from hospital 
John Main—Superior Care 

Jack Norwine (Barbara Owen’s dad)—Baptist 
Health 

  
Charles Allen,  Greg Alles, Nelda Beth,        
Danny Butler, Carlos Morales Cruz,               
Billie Davis, Jimmy Davis, Virginia Manchester,   
Rudell &  Ernestin Noles, Gina Swacker,   
Brenda Williams  
  
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Gaither—Patsy Atnip  

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

We Ought Not Be Surprised 

How should a preacher evaluate his ser-

mon?  More importantly, how should he evaluate 

his preaching ministry?  Hershael York, professor 

of preaching at a Louisville seminary has pub-

lished a guideline to address those ques-

�ons.  One of his tools is this ques�on: Does the 

sermon divide the audience?   Solid preaching 

leads to some amens and some cri�cisms.  When 

“toes are stepped on,” the heart will determine 

how fast they heal. 

 Hopefully nega�ve reac�ons do not come 

from a speaker’s insensi�vity or arrogance or 

caus�c judgments.  However, the truth spoken in 

love will result in some enemies.  Jesus warned 

His disciples in Luke 6:26, “Woe to you when all 

men speak well of you, for their fathers used to 

treat the false prophets the same way.” 

 I believe this principle is true in the arena of 

life as much as it is in the Sunday pulpit.  As we 

live our Chris�an lives, leBng our light shine may 

rankle a few folks.  Taking a moral stand might 

cost a job, and Chris�an values may create some 

hos�le family tension.  Again Jesus warned, “Do 

not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; 

I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. … A 

man’s enemies will be the members of his house-

hold” (Mt. 10:34, 36). 

 Just like you, I want to have friends and be 

liked by the folks in my life.  I want those who 

hear my sermons and observe my ac�ons to think 

posi�vely about my efforts.  However, watering 

down the truth reduces us to hypocrites and   

poisons those who need the truth.    

—Don Lo�is 

 

July 10, 2016 

 PEW PACKERS @ 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
July 3, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (June 29)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                        139 

                        208 

                        320                            
                    163 

                   $12,322 

2016  

Summer Youth Series 

 
July 12—Hardin 

 
“Disconnected from God” 

 
Speaker: Hobie Grace 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, July 10, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts    

Opening Prayer: Jimmy Smith        

Closing Prayer: Garett Travis    

Convalescent Center: Larry Davis 

                                    Gary Smith  

                                                                               

6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard      

Opening Prayer: Aaron Cox     

Closing Prayer:  Gayle Hall                

 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Announcements: Jared Higginbotham                     

Song Leader: Lance Cordle     

Opening Prayer: Dale Roberts             

Closing  Prayer: Eugene Cope        
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


