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Puffer Fish Foolishness 
It had better be the most delicious delicacy to every hit your 

taste buds because it very well might be your last. Even though this 
fish is about as aggressive as a snail, it contains an extremely dan-
gerous toxin. In fact, it's 1,200 times more deadly than cyanide. A 
dose smaller than the head of a pin would be lethal. Chefs must 
undergo 2-3 years of training just to be qualified to prepare the 
dish. Sadly, nearly every year people die because of this risky 
meal. For many, it has literally become the last supper. 

  

There is just something tantalizing about taking part in some-
thing potentially dangerous or forbidden. This isn't just with food; 
it's something we display in many risky categories, including sin. 
Sure, we have some natural, built in curiosity inside us. However, 
what we do with this curiosity is the major difference between wis-
dom and foolishness. 

 

It's important to remember how precarious our curiosity can be. 
Just ask Adam and Eve how well that ended up for them (Genesis 
3). Or ask David once he let himself ponder on Bathsheba (2 Sam-
uel 11). If we aren't being careful, our curiosity can become a gate-
way to sin. Consider what James tells us about the source of sin, 
"But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by 
his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death" (1:14-15). 
When someone is "carried away" and "enticed," there a high likeli-
hood that curiosity played a significant role. 

  

There is nothing inherently wrong with being curious, but curios-
ity is sometimes used as a cop-out. We minimize the sin just be-
cause the person "was a little curious." At some point, wisdom 
needs to properly guide our curiosity. Bad decisions guided by curi-
osity are what we expect from children and cats. As for us, let's 
heed God's command and press on towards being mature and 
wise Christians (Hebrews 6:1). 

        --Brett Petrillo 

 



As I write these words, I am in Mankato,   
Minnesota and we are one day away from       
completing our mission here and heading home. 
Things have gone very well with us and for us, 
logistically speaking. Approximately 13,000 pack-
ets of material were brought on the trip and by  
tomorrow, all of it will have been distributed. The 
seminars are going well, with visitors at every one 
so far. There have been three baptisms! 

Among the other positive things are the daily 
blessing of the door-knocking atmosphere and  
accompanying events. The Christians here and 
their backstories are encouraging and inspiring. 
The fact that we are with fellow-Christians from 
Mt. Juliet, TN also encourages us. We are recalling 
some of the things and feelings associated with last 
summer at Calvert City, and these too are bless-
ings. As you pray, thank God for the good week 
we have had, and for the continued growth of the 
Christians here in Mankato. 

I hope you have a great week!—Lance 

****** 

Upcoming Guest Speakers 

Sunday Morning, July 22: Alex Girodo 

Sunday, July 29 (5th Sunday): 

Brian Egerton  

Birthdays: July 22-28 

♦ July 22—Charles Allen, Heather Fortner, 
           Lloyd Glass, Matt Hall 

♦ July 24—Priscilla Ramage, Billy Walker 

♦ July 25—Betty Metzger, Margaret Robertson 

♦ July 26—Kim Booker, John Main 

♦ July 27—Glenn Davis 

♦ July 28—Jimmy Davis 

 Dates to Remember: 
July 24—Day Camp at the AB 

July 24—SYS at Briensburg 

July 29—5th Sunday, Potluck & 1 p.m. service 
July 31—SYS at Glendale 
August 3—Youth Camp Out 
August &—SYS at Calvert City 

Bridal Tea 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to a 
bridal tea for Ginny Morris and Alex Appleton 
Sunday, July 22 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. at the activ-
ities building. Ginny and Alex are registered at 
Bed, Bath & Beyond, WalMart and Feather Your 
Nest in Princeton, KY. 

Golden Agers 

The Golden Agers will be traveling to 
Sikeston, MO to eat at Lambert’s on Thursday, 
July 26. If you plan to go, please sign the list in 
the  lobby. 

Bread of Life 

Bread of  Life is collecting items for school 
kits this quarter. Items needed are: scissors, 
bottles of glue, pack of crayons, rulers, eras-
ers, crayon boxes, small pencil sharpeners, 
and folders with fasteners. Due to an overabun-
dance of note book paper, spiral notebooks and 
pencils these items are not needed at this time. 
Please donate by Wednesday, August 29. 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 

A Pause . . .And a Reflection 

Mission Spotlight: 
Benin Training Center 

Benin, West Africa 

 Our congregation received the following 
good news from the Benin Africa mission work 
we help support: 39 preaching students are cur-
rently in the second semester of training and are 
doing well; five new church building projects 
are under construction in partnership with native 
congregations; five new church buildings have 
been built through the Irene Morgan Legacy 
Fund; French Bibles continue to be distributed, 
to date nearly 14,000 people in eleven countries 
and five languages; Arabic language bibles have 
been secured and are being hand delivered in 
Muslim countries; a mission trip by the “Gospel 
chariot” preaching in ten towns produced 64 
baptisms.   —Jackie Travis 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Fritz Metzger—Baptist Health, 389  
Gary Dale Roberts—recovering from burns 
Marshall County Students, Staff & Families 

Nelda Beth,  Mason Brandon , Kent Clark 
(Holly Robert’s brother), Mason Cosner, Richard  
Darnell, Ethel Davis,     Jimmy & Karen   Davis,        
JoNell  Dawes,  Robert Driver,     Cindy Grubbs, 
Clay Hale, Jeff Hall,  Jerry Hall, Imogene 
Hulsey,  Hedia Mabry, Janet Mathis,            
Fritz Metzger, Mitzi Roberts, Jerald & Janet 
Turner, Ramona Simpson  

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main,  

Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark, Hazel Demery,            
June Tarkington 

Misty Meadows, in Metropolis, IL—Betty Burkeen 

Oakview Manor—Norman Bradford, Barbara 
Vasseur 

Stilley House—Raymon Cordle,  Ed O’Dell, 
Ralph Steury, Roy Vasseur  
Military: Cory O’Bryan—Germany  

***Prayer Session***  
Sunday, 5:40, Room 16 

 

He is The Beginning 

“And he is the head of the body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, that in everything he might be 
preeminent.” (Colossians 1:18) 

Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae 
paints a beautiful picture of a group of people 
faithful to their purpose. Read Colossians 1 
and pinpoint the themes of image, fruit,     
presence, and light that have carried   
throughout the Bible. 

John Lennon’s enduring 1971 smash hit 
“Imagine” was an invitation for mankind to   
envision a world without God. Lennon urged 
that a world without objective religious stand-
ards would be a utopia of unity and peace. 

Imagine there's no heaven / It's easy if you 
try / No hell below us / Above us, only sky / 
Imagine all the people living for today 

All fantasies aside, a world without God is 
simply a world without love, hope, and mean-
ing. Creation demands a purpose; we have 
been endowed by our Creator with the most 
glorious of purposes. 

And Christ is where our purpose begins! 
Threatened by heresy, the Christians at 

Colossae planted themselves unwaveringly in 
the truth. Paul thanks the Lord for their        
remarkable faithfulness, but he does not hesi-
tate to trace the glory back to Christ. 

The Colossians bore the image of God   
because Christ did first! They could yield fruit 
to God because their strength came from 
Christ! They had been delivered from        
darkness into the light of God’s presence by 
Christ’s hand! 

The same can be said of us if only we are 
faithful to Christ as our purpose. 

Imagine your life as if you were faithful to 
your perfect purpose in Christ. Are you there? 
If not, what will it take to get you there? 

   —Caleb Boggs 

 

***** 

Pew Packers Sunday, 5:45 

Record:  
July 15,  2018 

 
 

Mid-Week (July 11)               153                                                                                                                       
Sunday Morning Bible Study                      162 
Sunday Morning Worship                      235  
Sunday Evening Worship                       137 

Contribution                                          $6,743 

SYS 2018 

“Anchored” 

July 24, 2018 

“Jesus Died for You” 

Frank Rushing 

at Briensburg 

 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, July 22,  2018 

 

Morning 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall     

Opening Prayer: Jake Hall      

Closing Prayer: Reese Fortner      

Convalescent Center: Larry Davis 

   Gary Smith  

      

    Evening  

Song Leader: Caleb Boggs   

Opening Prayer: Gary Smith     

Closing Prayer: Danny Walker        

  

Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

Announcements: Caleb Boggs    

Song Leader: Reese Fortner    

Opening Prayer: Jeff Mabry    

Closing  Prayer: Jeff Hall      
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m.* 

*On the last Sunday of each month, the evening service will 
begin at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 

 

 


