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Two Troubling Trends 
While growing up, I heard much about the “Restoration          

Movement,” about “doing Bible things in Bible ways,” and  I heard 
prayers that our worship would be “acceptable and pleasing” to God. 
These and other things made deep impressions upon me as I entered 
adulthood, and especially as I began to preach. So established were 
these things in my mind and the minds of others, that there was an 
underlying foundation for moving forward as congregations—that of 
the precedence of Bible authority (explicit or implicit) in the actions 
that were proposed by individuals and congregations. The admoni-
tions such  as “Hold fast to the pattern of sound words” (2 Timothy 
1:13) and “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (1 
Peter 4:11), were quoted numerous times and seemed to be taken 
into account with regard to any action or decision of Christians. In my 
visitation of churches, reading of articles, and general observation, I 
detect two troubling trends among churches of Christ.  

The first trend is an adoption of an attitude, by some,  that says, 
“But the Bible does not say not to . . .” Once this statement       is es-
tablished as the major criterion  then an action is done—seemingly 
without much analysis as to whether the Bible does/not allow it. It was 
just such thinking that preceded and brought about the introduction of           
mechanical instruments of music among “restoration” churches in the 
mid-1800’s. It was exactly the thinking that brought about the division 
between churches of Christ and the Christian Church. I believe there 
are  cases where the silence of the Bible is permissible—in cases of 
expediency.  However, it is not true in every case. The abandonment 
of scriptural authority leads to apostasy.  

The second trend is an attitude, by some,  which says, “I want 
(and will not rest until I have) things done my way.” This attitude     
actually precedes, and feeds the first. The attitude of the faithful      
follower of God has  always been (as represented by the words of 
Samuel), “Speak, Lord for thy servant heareth” (1 Samuel 3:10). It is 
granted that, in some cases godly attitudes have not been   restored 
along with proper worship and organization. However, that does not 
negate our responsibilities to follow scripture. 

“What does the Scripture say?”  (Romans 4:3, ESV).  

Do we know? Does it matter? Do we care? 

       —Lance Cordle 

 



THANK YOU, To all who helped in hosting 
the Summer Youth Series Tuesday night, August 
7th! I believe we had more volunteers to provide 
ice cream than we have ever had before. In        
addition, volunteers were present seemingly every-
where, in serving and cleaning up. Craig Evans 
provided a very effective lesson on faithfulness 
and we had 301 in attendance. Our sincere       
gratitude continues to go to all who helped in this 
important event.  

As we mentioned last week, Caleb Boggs has 
finished his internship with us this summer. He has 
done a good job for us and we appreciate his     
willingness to be a servant of God. We wish him 
well as he returns to Freed-Hardeman University 
for his senior year.  

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
August 9—Caring Cooks 
August 16—Golden Agers’ Trip 

August 23—Caring Cooks 
August 26—4th Sunday of the Month 

August 30—Blood Drive 
Visits with Elders 

The elders are attempting  to meet with every   
family of a congregation, in their homes, if       
possible. We are trying to schedule two visits per 
night, on a Monday or Thursday. Please check 
your  calendars and help us in this effort. There is 
a sign up sheet in the   lobby.  

Caring Cooks 

After a little summer break, Caring Cooks are 
back in the kitchen preparing and delivering meals 
to the elderly, shut-ins and those who are recover-
ing from major surgery or illness. We meet at the 
activities building on the second and fourth  
Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. Our first day 
back is Thursday, August 9. Anyone interested in 
helping is welcome to join us! 

Bread of Life 
Items needed for school kits are: scissors, 

bottles of glue, pack of crayons, rule     erasers, 
crayon boxes, small pencil sharpeners, and 
folders with fasteners. Donate by  Wednesday, 
August 29. 

Birthdays: August 12-18 

♦ August 12—Cheryl Hall 

♦ August 14—Evan Owen, Brenda Wynn 

♦ August 15—Brent Fortner 

♦ August 16—Howard Beth 

♦ August 17—Karen Henderson 

The Family Friend 

One of the on-going issues of our time is the 
family. God wants to regulate it, but so do        
politicians and other parties who would control 
masses of people. Many sermons could be 
preached throughout the year on this topic, but that 
would lead to an imbalance in coverage of the 
Word of God. For twenty years now, we have  
provided a one-sheet insert containing articles,  
collected from  various resources, about and for 
families. So, please take the time to read it, and (if 
you see it to be useful) pass it on to your friends 
and loved ones. Thanks!  —Lance 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

Thursday, 
 August 30th 

12:30-5:30 p.m. 
Calvert City  

church of Christ 
Activities Building 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
  
Marshall County Students, Staff & Families 

Nelda Beth,  Mason Brandon, Kent Clark (Holly 
Roberts’ brother), Mason Cosner,  Richard       
Darnell, Ethel Davis,     Jimmy & Karen   Davis,        
JoNell  Dawes,  Robert Driver,     Cindy Grubbs, 
Clay Hale, Jeff Hall,  Jerry Hall, Imogene 
Hulsey,  Hedia Mabry, Janet Mathis,            
Fritz Metzger, Gary D. & Mitzi Roberts, Jerald 
& Janet Turner, Mary Beth Schroeder, Ramona 
Simpson, Odell & Wanda Walker 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark, Hazel Demery,            
June Tarkington 

Misty Meadows, in Metropolis, IL—Betty Burkeen 

Oakview Manor—Norman Bradford, Barbara 
Vasseur 

Stilley House—Norman Bradford, Raymon 
Cordle,  Ed O’Dell, Ralph Steury, Roy Vasseur  
Superior Care—John Main 

Military: Cory O’Bryan—Germany  

 

***Prayer Session***  
5:40, Sunday, Room 16 

Are You the 9 or the 1? 
Sometimes we fall into the terrible habit of 

ungratefulness. We don't usually mean to do 
it, but we do all the same. We pray for help, 
but then we forget to praise Him after He has. 
We beg for wisdom, but then forget when He's 
helped us with the solution. We cry out to the 
Lord when we suffer, but then forget Him after 
the discomfort has eased up. If your        
gratefulness to God were to be labeled right 
now, would you be seen as grateful or un-
grateful? 

 In Luke 17, Jesus comes upon 10 men 
with leprosy (vs. 12). They cried out to Christ, 
"Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" (vs. 13). 
Jesus tells them to go show themselves to the 
priest, and as they are going, they were 
healed (vs. 14). Even though all were healed, 
only one turned back and went to give thanks 
to Jesus (vs. 15-16). Only one showed his 
gratefulness. 

 So when we think about all the answered 
prayers, all the times God intervened in our 
lives, all the guidance He has provided, all the 
protection He's given to our families, all bless-
ings we have the privilege to enjoy, all the 
beauty He has surrounded us with, and the 
thousands of other ways He has helped us, 
have we shown Him our gratefulness? 

Again we ask, if your gratefulness to God 
had to be labeled, which side would it fall? 
Would you fall with the 9 ungrateful lepers, or 
with the 1 grateful leper? 

 It's not too late to praise the Lord for His 
great mercy, love, and kindness (Ephesians 
2:4-10). 

    —Brett Petrillo 

 

***** 

 

Pew Packers  

 Sunday 5:45  
 

 

Record:  
August 5,  2018 

 
 

Mid-Week (August 1)              178                                                                                                                              
Sunday Morning Bible Study                      185 
Sunday Morning Worship                      253 

Sunday Evening Worship                       154 

Contribution                                          $8,249 

Jesus Answers Temptation: 

“It is wri	en, ‘Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.’”  

“It is wri	en, ‘You shall not put the Lord 

your God to the test.’” 

“Be gone, Satan! For it is wri	en, ‘You   

shall worship the Lord your God and him 

only shall you serve.’” 

(Ma	hew 4:4, 7, 11, ESV) 

 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, August 12,  2018 

 

Morning 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts     

Opening Prayer: Jamie Leonard       

Closing Prayer: Ricky Collins       

Convalescent Center: Jeff Hall, Gary Smith  

       

Evening  

Song Leader: Aaron Mabry      

Opening Prayer: Glenn Davis     

Closing Prayer: Leslie Bean          

  

Wednesday, August 15, 2018 

Announcements: Lance Cordle       

Song Leader: Youth        

Opening Prayer: Aaron Cox      

Closing  Prayer: Robert Hall       

Volume 30 Number 32      August 12,  2018 

 

 

 

Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m.* 

*On the last Sunday of each month, the evening service will 
begin at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 

 

 


