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The Missing Sponge 

A surgeon was very selective with the people he wanted to work 
with.  It was the first day on the job for a young nurse and the      
surgeon decided to issue a test.  As the young nurse assisted the 
surgeon during a procedure, she noticed a problem. 

"You've only removed eleven sponges, doctor," she said to the 
surgeon. "We used twelve." 

"I removed them all," the doctor declared. "We'll close the       
incision now." 

"No," the nurse objected. "We used twelve sponges." 

"I'll take full responsibility," the surgeon said grimly.  "Suture!" 

"You can't do that!" blazed the nurse. "Think of the patient." 

The surgeon smiled, lifted his foot, and showed the nurse the 
twelfth sponge, and said, "You'll do." 

It can be difficult to stand up for what is right, especially when 
we meet resistance.  As for the young nurse, she was willing to risk 
disapproval and possibly even her job to stand up for what was 
right.  Thankfully, she was working for a person who also valued 
integrity.  It takes courage to expose ourselves and come under the 
heat of the spot light.  In John 12:42-43, we see some people who 
weren’t willing to stand out, “Nevertheless many even of the rulers 
believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not con-
fessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 
for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.” 

Which do we love more, God’s approval or man’s?  It feels really 
good when people like us, praise us, and agree with us.  Many peo-
ple are even willing to sacrifice their morals and ethics in order to 
lay low and run with the crowd.  It can be scary to be disliked, made 
fun of, and disagreed with.  It can be hard to stand up for honesty 
and integrity as Christians, especially when those around us do not. 

Moses told Joshua before his death, “Be strong and coura-
geous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is 
the one who goes with you.  He will not fail you or forsake 
you” (Deuteronomy 31:6). 

People may dislike or disagree with us, but there is only one ap-
proval that really matters anyway, God’s.  When we stand with God, 
God will stand with us.  Therefore, no matter what other people may 
think, let’s be courageous Christians and pursue God’s approval 
above all others.     —Brett Petrillo 

 



Once again, we remind you of a a project 
that will help families of the surrounding com-
munity: providing food boxes that will provide 
them with enough food for a large meal during 
the holiday season, as well as some basic house-
hold goods. We have, in the past spread the pro-
cess of bringing food to the church building over 
several weeks. We have gathered the food and 
other items from the lobby and combined it at 
the activities building in basically one night. 
This effort in recent years has been led by Dale 
Roberts.  

This year’s gathering of food and household 
goods will also be led by Dale, but the process 
will take on a little bit of a different feel. Instead 
of spreading the gathering out over several 
weeks, we are to going to focus the same type of 
food gathering effort on one particular Sunday: 
December 4, 2016.  

The list of items is on a red sheet of paper in 
the lobby.  We will still bring the food together 
at the church building. We will still need volun-
teers to assemble the boxes. However, we will 
focus on one day and one part of our building for 
the food to be deposited. We want to pack the 
area of the pulpit with food and household 
goods! We want to have in front of us the evi-
dence of our love for other people  and remind 
ourselves that we are a body, working together. 
We want our children to see us working together 
in this common, helpful goal. We want our 
friends and family who worship with us to know 
that we are committed to helping our neighbors. 
So, let’s Pack the Pulpit!—Sunday, December 
4th! Please help in this good work! 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

 Dates to Remember:  
 

November 18-19—Sonshine Youth Rally (Evansville) 
November 23—Thanksgiving devotional (all classes in 
auditorium) 
November 27—KFC Activity 

November 30—Deadline for Bread of Life hygiene kits 
December 4—Pack the Pulpit! (details below) Sympathy:  

To the family of Dora Davis at her death this 
past Sunday, November 13. Her funeral was held 
on Wednesday, November 16 in Benton. 

To Laura Cordle, at death of her brother, Ron 
Gulley. He passed away on Tuesday,           
November 15. His funeral will be  held later this 
week in Georgia.  

Bread of Life 

Items needed for hygiene kits: toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, bars of 
soap, lightweight bath towels, washcloths, 
combs, hairbrushes, disposable razors,    
shaving cream, small packages of feminine 
products and deodorant. Deadline to donate 
will be Wednesday, November 30. 

Birthdays:  November 20--26 

♦ November 20—Shelby Fortner 

♦ November 26—Garrett Parker 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Mission Spotlight: 
India Missions 

 

On September 11, 2014, this con-
gregation began financial support 

of “church of Christ, India Missions.” This mission 
team is made up of six American preachers/
missionaries to India, plus hundreds of native Indi-
an gospel preachers. Brother Jerry Edwards is our 
contact for this work. 

This mission effort is under the oversight of the 
elders of the Shiloh church of Christ in Hazel 
Green, Alabama. 

According to the reports of the work for July-

September of this year, we hear of: 402 one-day 
gospel meetings; 884 baptisms; 5 congregations 
planted and 4 denominational preachers baptized.  

Reports like this come regularly from  many 
team members.  



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Robert Driver—Lourdes, 410, no visitors 
Dawn Lisanby—recovering from surgery 

James Metheny (brother  of Lillie Dunn)—
Lourdes, 819 

 

Recovering from recent surgery:  
Jamie Leonard, Danny Walker, Clatis Walker 
Home: 
Charles Allen, Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, 
Danny Butler,  Carlos Cruz,  Richard Darnell, 
Jimmy Davis,  Shirley Devine,  Charlotte Evans, 
Cindy Grubbs,    Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,       
Gina Swacker,  Brenda Williams  
 Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,           
Sue Owen, Bobbie Travis 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

Be Careful What You Say 

Whoever said, “sticks and stones may 
break my bones, but names will never hurt 
me” must have been deaf.  Most of us know 
the lasting pain that comes from a cutting crit-
icism or a personal attack.  James 3:5 com-
pares the hurt of the tongue to a fire that can 
destroy a forest. 

 Certainly not all verbal hurt is intention-
al.  Recently someone pointed out how I had 
hurt them with a comment I made.  Honestly, 
I did not remember the conversation and cer-
tainly had no intention of causing them 
pain.  Yet, the fact was that I had hurt 
them.  Criticism often comes from a person in 
deep personal pain themselves.  Whatever 
our intentions, we all need to do a better job 
of guarding our speech and stopping the 
hurt.  There is no place for gossip in the body 
of Christ. 

 Paul wrote the Ephesians these powerful-
ly challenging words, “Let no unwholesome 
word proceed from your mouth, but only such 
a word as is good for edification according to 
the need of the moment, so that it will give 
grace to those who hear.”  The goal of the 
Christian is not to be silent, but to be a bless-
ing.  We seek to find ways to build up rather 
than tear down.  Even the truth must be spo-
ken in love. 

 My favorite song as a child had these 
words in its third verse, “Oh be careful little 
mouth what you say.  There’s a Father up 
above looking down in tender love.  Oh be 
careful little mouth what you say.”  Let’s be 
more cautious with our words every day, and 
if we need to apologize, as I did to the person 
who came to me, then let’s apologize. 

—Don Loftis 

Pew Packers @ 5:45 p.m. 

November 20  

Record:  
November 13, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (November 2)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                           140    
   172  
   230 

   134 

        $10,498 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Enter into his 
gates with thanks-
giving and his 
courts with praise! 
Be thankful to 
him; bless his 
name!” 

 Psalm 100:4 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, November 20, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts    

Opening Prayer:Jerry Hall              

Closing Prayer:  Randy O’Bryan        

Convalescent Center: Robert Hall 

                                    Gary Smith       

          

 6:00 p.m.  

Song Leader: Ben Leonard           

Opening Prayer:    Dale Roberts       

Closing Prayer:    Larry Davis     

  

Wednesday, November 23, 2016 

Announcements: Jeff Hall          

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham         

Opening Prayer:    Jamie Leonard     

Closing  Prayer:    Brad Parker   
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Sunday 
 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 
 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


