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Wreckage 
A recent interstate road trip included a stretch of highway where I 

came upon a section of guardrail that was twisted and bent. I could 
only imagine the force of the blow sustained by that rail. Coincidental-
ly, just half a mile down the road I saw the apparent aftermath of     
another mishap. This time the cars were still present and law enforce-
ment officers were the scene.  

The two incidents caused me to think about the ongoing possibili-
ties of a wreck for all drivers and the frequency with which it happens. 
It also got me to thinking about the wreckage that occurs in lives when 
people disobey God and bring heartache upon themselves and      
others.  

I look around the United States of America and I see the many 
broken families, where selfishness has driven one or both mates to 
lie, cheat and eventually leave the marriage. Relationships,             
especially those with children, are just part of the wreckage. People 
may move on, but the damage done causes harm for the rest of their 
lives, unless it is dealt with and healing results. 

I also see individuals who have gone about their lives in a very 
haphazard manner. They have lived for their own selfish desires and 
have brought much heartache upon themselves. Now they are seeing 
middle age or old age approaching and their lives, maybe even their 
bodies are broken and damaged by the results of careless decisions.  

Finally, I see churches that were once vibrant and active that are 
now to be described as dead and lifeless. Again, selfishness was in-
volved. Someone decided they want their way instead of the way of 
truth, and they got their way. Words were said and actions were taken 
that brought about a split among the people of God. Broken relation-
ships again lie amongst the wreckage. 

Wreckage is not a pretty sight. In fact, some of it is horrifying. We 
may cringe as we see it or pass it. Emotional and spiritual wreckage 
can be devastating as well. Paul knew of the toll that such damage 
could take on people and churches. He wrote that some had made 
“shipwreck of their faith” (1 Timothy 1:19).  May we never be guilty of 
willfully wrecking someone in their faithfulness toward God. 

    .   —Lance Cordle 

 



I was saddened to hear of the passing of  
Ralph Steury this past Monday evening. Brother 
Steury was the preacher for this congregation for 
twenty-three years—an outstanding tenure in any 
field of endeavor 

He and Dorothy arrived in the mid-1960’s and 
made an impact upon both the church and the  
community. He was very active in the promotion 
and encouragement of the  construction of the cur-
rent church building, which was completed in 
1968.  That building was “ahead of its time” in 
many ways and has stood now for fifty years.   

Ralph and Dorothy were good friends to many 
gospel preachers and their wives. As such, they 
were ambassadors for this congregation and  this 
community. Many of those preachers were speak-
ers for gospel meetings here and this area. 

Brother Steury was a promoter of West      
Kentucky Youth Camp and taught Bible classes 
there as well. He was an alumnus of Freed-

Hardeman  and was very much an advocate for and 
contributor  to Christian education there.  

Ralph retired from fulltime preaching in 1989. 
He continued to preach in gospel meetings and   
fill-in  appointments  for the next several years.  
He and Dorothy continued to attend worship and 
actively participate here until their health began to 
fail. She died in 2015. The last few months have 
taken their toll and brother Steury passed away at 
the age of ninety-four. He will be missed.   

    —Lance 

“The LORD will command his lovingkind-
ness in the daytime and in the night. His 
song shall be with me, and my prayer unto 
the God of my life.” 
 
    Psalm 42:8 

 Dates to Remember: 
September 13—Caring Cooks 
September 14-16—WKYC Teen Retreat 
September 16—Stilley House Devo 

September 19—Golden Agers’ Trip 

September 20—Golden Agers’ Trip 

Sympathy 

Our sincere sympathy to Kate Leonard and 
family for the death of her father, Ralph Steury. 
Brother Steury passed away Monday, September 
3. His funeral will be held at noon Thursday,       
September 6 at the church building. Visitation will 
be held the same day from 10:00 a.m. until the  
funeral. A meal for the family will be served at the 
activities building following the funeral. 

Invitation 

All are invited to attend a birthday celebration 
for  Ed O’Dell on Sunday, Sept. 9,  from 2-4 p.m. 
at the Stilley House in Benton.   Bro. Ed will turn 
100 on   Sept. 11. 

Golden Agers 

♦ September 19—Trip to Majestic and Kentucky 
Opry. The bus will leave at 11:45 a.m. The 
show is at 2:00 p.m. Tickets $18 due to      
Bobbye Davis by September 9. Sign up in   
lobby. 

♦ September 20--Trip to   Owensboro, KY for 
lunch at    Moonlight BBQ and shopping. The 
bus will leave at 10 a.m. Sign up list in the  
lobby . 

♦ September 27—Trip to Lone Oak church of 
Christ for the  Area Wide Seniors Fellowship. 
Info and sign up in the lobby.  

 

***Prayer Session***  
5:40, Sunday, Room 16 

 

Birthdays: September 9-13 

♦ September 11—Ed O’Dell 
♦ September 12—Kelli Roberts 
♦ September 13—Barbara Glass                                     

          Wanda Thompson 

♦ September 14—Teresa Owen                         
          Becky Walker                       
          Ramona Walker 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

 

Julie Alles (Imogene Hulsey’s daughter),       
Mason Brandon, Kirsten Butterbaugh (Brenda 
Williams’ granddaughter), Kent Clark,       
Richard  Darnell,          Ethel Davis,               
Jimmy & Karen   Davis,        JoNell  Dawes,  
Robert Driver, Cindy Grubbs,  Jeff Hall,      
Imogene Hulsey,  Hedia Mabry,   Fritz Metzger, 
Denise Parshall,  Gary D. & Mitzi Roberts,                             
Jerald & Janet Turner, Mary Beth Schroeder, 
Ramona Simpson, Odell & Wanda Walker 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Nelda Beth, Betty Clark,                  
Hazel Demery, June Tarkington 

Misty Meadows, in Metropolis, IL—Betty Burkeen 

Oakview Manor—Barbara Vasseur 

Stilley House—Norman Bradford,                  
Raymon Cordle,  Ed O’Dell  
Superior Care—John Main 

 
Military: Cory O’Bryan—Germany  

The Street Light 
The people of Philadelphia needed some 

convincing. Benjamin Franklin was trying to 
get people to buy into the idea of street light-
ing. It wasn't a new concept, but his design 
with four panes of glass surrounding the can-
dle was new. He figured he would start with 
his own home. So he hung a beautiful lantern 
outside his house and kept the glass clean 
and polished. Every evening it lit up the street 
and stood out among the other dark homes 
and streets. People soon gravitated towards 
his light, using the warm glow to help guide 
their way and to avoid tripping. It wasn't long 
before people saw the wonderful benefits of 
his lantern design, and put them outside their 
homes as well. 

People today are stumbling around in spir-
itual darkness. In fact, most people are happy 
to be in the dark (John 3:19-20). And yet, Ben 
Franklin's approach is still a great one. Let's 
shine our own lights first (Matthew 5:14-16). 
The longer we shine our Christian lights, the 
more we will stand out in this dark world. Peo-
ple will start to come to us to help avoid haz-
ards and obstacles of the world. Before long, 
others will become lights as well.  

 There is no life greater than the Christian 
life. So shine your light. Hang it for all to see. 
Clean it and polish it daily so others will appre-
ciate it. Then help others do the same.  

    —Brett Petrillo 

  

 

***** 

Pew Packers   

 Sunday 5:45  
 

 

Record:  
September 9,  2018 

 
 

Mid-Week (August 29)                      166                                                                                                                                                
Sunday Morning Bible Study           181                   
Sunday Morning Worship                      281 

Sunday Evening Worship                       139 

Contribution                                          $9,809 

 

 

WKYC Teen Retreat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

September 14th-16th 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, September 9,  2018 

 

Morning 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall         

Opening Prayer: Danny Walker         

Closing Prayer: Randy O’Bryan         

Convalescent Center: Dennis Driver  

   Gary Smith 

       

Evening  

Song Leader: Dale Roberts          

Opening Prayer: Reese Fortner        

Closing Prayer: Dennis Driver             

  

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

Announcements: Gayle Hall          

Song Leader: Aaron Mabry          

Opening Prayer: Don Thompson       

Closing  Prayer: William Hamilton         
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m.* 

*On the last Sunday of each month, the evening service will 
begin at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 

 

 


