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Enemies of Contentment 
Contentment is a learned trait (Ph. 4:11). It is a disciplined trait (1 Ti. 6:8). 

It is a commanded trait (He. 13:5).  Yet, it is such a rare trait! Some, like Dr. 
Rick Hanson, have written elaborate explanations for how contentment is a 
science, a matter of utilizing the neural capacity of the brain to hardwire posi-
tive experience into "contentment, calm, and confidence" (Hardwiring Happi-
ness, New York: Harmony, 2013).  What he relegates to science, which we 
would attribute Christ as the creator of (Col. 1:16-17), is something even more 
and higher. It is something we learn from living life as His disciple. It is a spir-
itual discipline, gained from imitating Christ and His blueprint for living in 
this world. That said, we must watch out for the landmines to living the happy, 
satisfied, and fulfilled life God intended for us whatever circumstances we 
face in life (cf. 2 Co. 12:10). 

Envy. Envy is "a state of ill will toward someone because of some real or 
presumed advantage experienced by such a person" (Louw-Nida, Greek-

English Lexicon of the N.T., 1996, p. 759). It is hard to be content with my 
circumstances when I am focused on how much better I think someone else 
has it. In fact, I will be full of resentment rather than contentment. Ironically, 
feeding this mindset makes joy and satisfaction impossible! 

Ungratefulness. Paul marked being ungrateful as a sign of "difficult 
times" (2 Tim. 3:1,3). Have you noticed how some people, however hard life 
beats them up, remain upbeat? Maybe you conclude that they are just naturally 
inclined to be positive. But what about people who seem miserable and dissat-
isfied despite countless advantages and blessings? Gratitude, like contentment, 
is a learned discipline. When we don't learn it, we darken our hearts with the 
evil of ungratefulness. Not being thankful is a link on a deadly chain that leads 
one to a lost state. Paul said some knew God, but "they did not honor Him as 
God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their fool-
ish heart was darkened" (Rom. 1:21) 

 Greed. You will notice that some of heaven's harshest words are reserved 
for the greedy (Lk. 12:15; Rom. 1:29; Ep. 5:3; Co. 3:5; 1 Th. 2:5; 2 Pt. 2:3,14). 
It is lumped in with the most despicable of behaviors. What is it?  It is a desire 
to want more than others whether we need it or not. We think in terms of ma-
terial possessions, and while that is a significant aspect of greed it can extend 
to the relationships, perceived happiness or popularity we witness others hav-
ing. Our society tells us to pursue "top dog" position, letting no one have more 
or be more than you. That mentality kills contentment. 

Whatever science is involved in contentment, there certainly is also an art. 
Better said, it is a spiritual discipline. You incorporate it only through dili-
gence and persistence. Be aware of the enemies of contentment and root them 
out! You will be the beneficiary, and so will everyone who knows you. 
       —Neal Pollard 

 



 

The Seven S’s of the Savior 

By Edd Sterchi 

 

 Jesus came to the earth to...  

 ...Speak - “I have many things to say...He 
who sent Me is true; and I speak to the 
world those things which I heard from 
Him” (John 8:26).  

 ...Seek - “for the Son of Man has come to 
seek...that which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  

 ...Serve - “For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve...” (Mark 
10:45).  

 ...Suffer - “For Christ also suffered once for 
sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God...” (1 Pet. 3:18).  

 ...Sacrifice - “...as Christ also has loved us 
and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God...” (Eph. 5:2).  

 ...Sanctify - “Therefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people with His own 
blood, suffered outside the gate” (Heb. 
13:12).  

 ...Save - “This is a faithful saying and wor-
thy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners...” (1 
Tim. 1:15). 

 

- Edd Sterchi preaches for the Broadway Church of 
Christ in Campbellsville, KY. He may be contacted 
at: eddsterchi@comcast.net 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

November 20-21—Sonshine Youth Rally (Evansville) 
November 22—L2L Kickoff 
November 26—Thanksgiving 

December 2—Deadline for Bread of Life donations 

December 7—Monday Night for the Master 
December 10—Caring Cooks 

December 28—Blood Drive 

December 31—New Year’s Eve Fellowship 

 

 

Baptism! 

We are excited to announce the baptism of 
Tim Carr, this past Wednesday night,         
November 11th. Tim is the father of Ariel and   
Jonathan, who have been attending here for  
sometime now. Please welcome and    encourage 
Tim. 

 

 

Birthdays, November 22-28 

♦ November 23—Joe Hall 

♦ November 26—Garre� Parker 

♦ November 27—Susan Sanderson 

 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Mission Spotlight 
East Africa School  
Of Biblical Studies, 

Busia, Uganda 

One of the preacher–training efforts the   
Calvert congregation assists is one that is    
overseen by the Kancsas Expressway Church of 
Christ in Springfield, MO and is called the East 
Africa School Of Biblical Studies. It was estab-
lished by preachers were graduates of Zambia 
School of Biblical Studies. From 2005-2014, 
forty-two men had graduated and were self-
supporting preachers of the gospel. Recently, 
eight students have attended classes held in the 
local preacher’s home.  

In February  of 2014, we donated $5000 to 
help buy 7 acres of land on which to build and 
new school building. That project was finished 
and the students moved in this past  summer. 
This will ensure east Africa of a constant source 
of trained gospel preachers.  



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Lloyd Glass—scheduled for throat surgery Fri-
day, November 20 

Kenneth Counce—Superior Care, Room 419 

Dannie Cunningham—home, recovering from 
neck  surgery 

Hannah Barret—home after successful surgery 

 

At Home:   
Nelda Beth,  Billie Davis,  Brad Parker, 
Jon Sievertson, Danny Sloan, Brenda Williams   

 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark, Nell Dobesh, Eedra  Dossett,  
Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main, 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

Cory’s address is posted on board in the lobby. 

Food-Box Items 

As we have done for several years 
now, we are going to help families with 
some food and household items for the 
holidays. You can begin bringing things 
as soon as you are able to do so. Just 
bring them to the lobby of the main 
building and they will be taken and 
sorted later.  Deadline is December 6. 

And, in advance, we thank you for 
your kindness and generosity. You   
always come through when there is a 
need! 

Here are the things needed (Please 
stick to the list): 

 

Canned Goods: 
Green Beans 

Corn 

Yams/Sweet Potatoes 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Cake Mix 

Frosting 

Tea or Lemonade Mix 

Household Supplies: 
Shampoo 

Bar Soap  
Deodorant 
Toothpaste 

Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 

Dish Detergent 
Laundry Detergent 

November 22   

PEW PACKERS—Auditorium 5:45 p.m. 

 

***** 

 No Girls’ L2L Speech Practice,  

Record:  
November 15, 2015 

 

Mid-Week (11/11)                       
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

          134                           
           169 

           253 

           136 

      $9,377 

 

 

 

Sunday night, November 22 

Sunday, November 22 following the evening    
worship service there will be a  Kickoff Meeting 
for  2016 Lads to Leaders. Everyone is invited that 
would like to participate in L2L and/or go to    
convention in the spring. 

2016 L2L 

Kickoff Meeting 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, November 22, 2015 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader:  Gayle Hall       

Opening Prayer: Glenn Davis 

Closing Prayer:  Pat Croley 

Convalescent Ctr.  Dennis Driver 

        Gary Smith                                                                    

                       

                                                     
6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader:   Jared Higginbotham 

Opening Prayer:   Lance Cordle 

Closing Prayer:  Larry Davis 

 

Wednesday, November 25, 2015 

Announcements:  Dennis Driver 

Song Leader:  TBA 

Opening Prayer:  Mike Doughtery  

Closing  Prayer:  Brent Fortner 
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


