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"I Don't Consider Myself Unfaithful" 

An intelligent, independent young American man in his mid-20s showed 
up at the Siem Reap church building for mid-week services.  He not only 
grew up in the church, but he even attended a "Christian" high school and one 
of our brotherhood universities.  He is doing field research for an advanced 
degree in cultural anthropology, which brought him to Cambodia.  He is a  
decent, inquisitive person seemingly intent on bringing positive change to this 
world, but upon leaving his home state after graduating college he ceased   
association with the church.  When asked about his religious life, he said, "I 
don't consider myself unfaithful, but I'm not attending the church right now.  I 
guess you could say I'm taking a break." 

Rather than being a "what's wrong with young people is..." or "what's 
wrong with the church is..." article, I want to think in terms of what faithful-
ness or unfaithfulness is.  Is it something we can gauge, and, if so, how?  Can 
we claim faithfulness but fail to demonstrate it? 

The Bible speaks of the faithfulness of God, for example.  How do we 
know He is faithful?  Moses suggests we conclude such based on His work, 
ways, and attributes (Deut. 32:4). The Psalmist points to His word and work 
(Psa. 33:4).  Faithfulness involved His working wonders and deliberately 
planning (Isa. 25:1). 

In the same way, the Bible identifies faithfulness as something tangible 
and measurable, as visible as justice and mercy (Mat. 23:23), as demonstrable 
as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control 
(Gal. 5:22-23).  The very word refers to loyalty and trustworthiness (Utley, 
np).  In Galatians 5:22, it "describes the believer's new relationship with    
people, especially believers" (ibid.).  In this list, it is more than trust or       
belief.  The other eight words indicate ethical qualities, so this should be inter-
preted as such, too.  In other words, being faithful is seen by how we live and 
what we do.  Can we be faithful to Christ and His church when we do not   
attach ourselves to a local congregation, provoking others to love and good 
works as a manner of habit (Heb. 10:24-25).  If we are not seeking to build up 
one another (1 Th. 5:11) or cause the growth of the body (Eph. 4:16), how is 
that not unfaithful?  Twice in the gospels, Jesus tells parables concerning 
faithfully accomplishing our Christian responsibilities (Mat. 25:14-30; Luke 
19:11-27). There could be no judgment and accountability without there being 
concrete ways to measure and determine faithfulness. 

We do not get to define it for ourselves.  The Lord has already revealed 
what He considers faithfulness and unfaithfulness.  Ceasing to work for and 
worship Him, failing to encourage the spiritual family, and abstaining from 
such service as soul-winning and moral distinctiveness are tangible indicators 
that we have ceased from faithfulness.  Let us so live that in the end we can 
hear our Lord exclaim, "Well done, good and faithful servant" (Mat. 25:21, 
23).           —Neal Pollard 



A special THANK YOU is in order for all of 
those who helped in hosting the 2014 Summer Youth 
Series here. Thanks to those who: made and/or served 
ice cream; brought cookies;  helped set up or take 
down the chairs and tables; to Austin and John David 
Whirley for leading the singing. With it being the last 
one of the summer we anticipated a large crowd, and 
it was! We had a total of 419 in attendance. It was a 
wonderful night!  

September 7 is just a few weeks away! Our elders 
have designated this as Family & Friends Day and we 
want you to invite those close to you to come and be 
part of our assemblies on that day. We will meet at 
our usual times for the morning Bible class and     
worship assemblies. However, we will have a        
fellowship meal immediately following the worship 
assembly. We will also have a special time for     
looking back on the past and hearing stories of things 
that have occurred in this congregation’s 100 year 
history. (Leslie and Bettie Bean have been working         
diligently to gather information for this part of the 
day.) We will end the day with an afternoon worship 
service.   

 I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

****** 

 

gPew Packers Will 
NOT meet this      
Sunday night.. 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
August 10—Bridal Tea 

August 11—MNftM 

August 14—Caring Cooks 

August 15-16—Youth Rally @ Elizabethtown 

August 17—Family Devo 

August 22-28—Polishing the Pulpit @ Sevierville, TN 

September 7—100th Anniversary Celebration of  
                          Calvert City church of Christ 
 

Bridal Tea 

There will be a bridal tea in honor of Ali 
Smith and her  fiancé, Jamie Martin on Sun-
day, August 10 from 2:00-3:30 p.m. at the Activ-
ities Building. The couple is registered at 
WalMart and Bed, Bath, and Beyond. 

Bread of Life  

For the third quarter of 2014 Bread of Life 
will be collecting items for School Supply Kits.  
Please donate items by Wednesday, September 
3. Below is a list of the items needed: 

Pack of notebook paper, spiral notebook, 
blunt nosed scissors, school glue (bottle or 
stick), crayons (24 count only), rulers, erasers (2 
pink or pack of cap erasers), pack of #2 pencils, 
crayon box, small dome pencil sharpener, and 
folders w/pockets. 

Monday Night for the Master 

MNftM will meet Monday, August 11 at the 
Activities Building beginning at 6 p.m.         
Everyone is invited to bring a sack meal. If   
possible, please sign up by Sunday if you plan to 
participate. If you can help provide cookies, 
please sign the list or  contact Joy Farris. 

Birthdays 

• August 12—Cheryl Hall 

• August 14—Evan Owen 

• August 15—Brent Fortner 

• August 16—Howard Beth, Shirley Devine  

 

West Kentucky Bible School 

The fall semester begins August 12 and runs 
through November 4. Classes offered  will be:  
Church Leadership, with emphasis on 1, 2    
Timothy, and Life of Christ, Part 2 . Classes are 
FREE and will be offered on Tuesday nights at 
our activities building. Class times:  Church 
Leadership, 6:30; Life of Christ, 7:50 

 

For more information about the school and 
these classes, contact the Benton church of 
Christ  office at (270) 527-3585. 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 



 

Record: Week of  August 3, 2014 

Remember in Prayer: 
Billy Breeden (brother  of Deborah Pr ice & Karen 
Hicks)—Lourdes, ICU 

Lisa Breeden (sister  of Deborah Pr ice & Karen 
Hicks)—Lourdes, ICU 

April Kent (mother  of  two of neighborhood kids, 
Jacob & Zach Jones)—in coma, may be sent to Van-
derbilt Hospital soon. 
Jace Riley (great grandson of Galon & Nancy Ri-
ley)—born May 13. moved from Kosairs to St. Louis 
Children’s Hospital awaiting a heart transplant. 
Macy Ann Heaton (granddaughter  of Davy & Ann 
Walker)—Kosairs in Louisville 

Earl & Stephanie Atnip, Patsy Atnip, Nelda Beth,  
Winford Claiborne (Bettie Bean’s uncle), Brent 
Cope (Nick Darnell’s nephew),  Billy Hall, Ernestine 
Noles, Tony Pierce (Mary Jane Sanderson’s son-in-

law), Lexie Ray, Susan Sanderson, Joe Smith, Roy 
Vasseur, Todd Walker  
Nursing Home/Assisted Living: 

Calvert Convalescent Center:  
Nell Dobesh, Eedra Dossett, Mamie Hamilton,  
Sue Owen 

Emeritus (formerly Culpepper Place)—Rm 208: Mary 
Deane Swann 

Oakview Manor—Nancy Hall 

Mid-Week (July 30)          
Bible Study 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   
        

                         149       
                         196 

                         296 

   152   
         $8,553                                                 

Family & Friends 
Day and 

100th Anniversary  
 

Sunday, September 7 

 

Bible Classes, 
Morning Worship,  

Meal & Reminiscences, 
Afternoon Worship  

     Wonderful Women in the  
Congregation 

There are wonderful women in the Bible: 
Mary washing Jesus’ feet (John 12:3), Dorcas 
being full of good works and acts of charity 
(Acts 9:36), Ruth and her humility, Priscilla’s 
hospitality (Acts 18:2-4), and many more.  Un-
fortunately in the world today, women in the 
churches of Christ have a reputation that is 
simply not true.  Some people believe that if a 
woman is a member of the Lord’s church then 
she gives up her right to speak, disciple, and 
serve and that is absolutely wrong.  Women are 
to live as free and liberally as the Bible allows 
and as modestly and conservatively as the Bible 
permits; to keep it short, let’s keep it Biblical.  
These wonderful women of the Bible serve as 
great examples of how women are to use their 
gifts for glorifying God and serving others.   

In our congregation we have a group of 
women who meet weekly to make “little dress-
es” and “little trousers.”  As of April 20 of this 
year there have been 2500 “little dresses” and 
100 “little trousers” made.  What incredible 
women!  We have a group of women who meet 
regularly to cook, feed, and visit with        
struggling, sick, and shut-in members of our 
congregation. (If I sneak down to the activities build-
ing at just the right time I may be able to score some 

good leftovers!)  What incredible women!  We 
have women who meet for Bible class each 
Lord ’s Day morning for fellowship, study, and 
growth.  Their Bible classes have allowed for 
younger girls to lead singing, lead prayer, and 
read scripture.  What incredible women!  We 
have women who work behind the scenes as 
wives, grandmothers, puppet coordinators,   
bulletin folders, missionaries, bus drivers, Bible 
class teachers, cleaners, organizers, decorators, 
and much more.  What incredible women!   

Although our Christian sisters will not be 
leading in worship or teaching mixed adult   
Bible classes, I hope it is obvious how many 
opportunities women have in the Lord’s church 
to speak, disciple, and serve.  My challenge for 
us all is to find a Christian sister who has      
devoted herself to biblically serving the Lord in 
this place and thank her.  

Grace and peace! —Austin Johnson    
      



**Please Note Time Change** 

Sunday Morning: Bible Study—9:15  

      Worship—10:00 

Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, August 10, 2014 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts                

Opening Prayer: Dennis Driver        

Closing Prayer: Mike Dougherty        

Convalescent Ctr. Devo: Randy O’Bryan 

        Cory O’Bryan    

6:00 P.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard     

Opening Prayer: Kevin Hunt    

Closing Prayer: Kenny Counce         

Wednesday,  August 13, 2014 

Announcements: Austin Johnson        

Song Leader: Dale Roberts      

Opening Prayer: Ross Dougherty              

Closing Prayer: Ronnie Cox     
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


