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Fill in the Blank 

In a moment, I am going to give you the opportunity to “fill in the 

blank” with either the word, “and” or the word, “but.” Although you 
may not recognize the passage I am about to share with you, I want you 
to insert the word you think best fits the context and belongs in the 
blank. 

Ok, here it is . . . 

“For a great and effective door has opened to me, _______________ 
there are many adversaries” (1 Corinthians 16:9). 

So, what word did you think best fits, “and” or “but?” If you filled the 
blank with the word “but,” you chose the wrong word. The translators 
used the word, “and.” 

The significance of this can be that Paul wasn’t necessarily making a 
contrast between the good and the bad in his life—(e.g. I have an open 
door, but I also have many adversaries). Instead, of translating the 

word, “but” and making these two thoughts stand in contrast with each 
other, the translators used the word “and,” allowing for us to join the 
two thoughts together and see them as complimentary. In other words, 

the “many adversaries” Paul had can be viewed together with his “open 
door.” 

My point? Let’s stop complaining about our adversaries and take ad-

vantage of the opportunities with which they present us. Return good 
for evil; love for hatred; compassion for brutality; and justice for preju-
dice. The darker the “backdrop of our culture” becomes, the greater the 

contrast as we show people the “light of the world” (Philippians 2:15; 
Matthew 5:16). Stop feeling hopeless and worrying about present and 
future persecution directed toward children of God. Instead, consider 

how that adversity can be an open door! 

Instead of simply lamenting the direction our government and politics 
have taken, use that as an opportunity to point dissatisfied and disillu-

sioned people to a better kingdom and a better King. 

In short, open your eyes to the open doors AND the many adversaries 
we have. Take advantage of both of them to glorify God! 

                —Steve Higginbotham 

 



Mary Had a Little Boy 
 

Mary had a little boy, his soul was white as 
snow.  
But he never went to Bible School, ‘cause 
Mary wouldn’t go. 
He missed the story of Christ that thrills the 
childish mind. 
While other children learned of God, this 
child was left behind. 
 

As he grew from babe to youth she saw to 
her dismay 
A soul that once was white as snow be-
come a dingy gray. 
Realizing now that he was lost, she tried to 
win him back. 
By now the soul that once was white had 
turned an ugly black. 
 

She even begged the preacher, “Isn’t there 
something you can do?” 
The preacher tried and failed and said, “We 
are just too far behind. 
I tried to tell you years ago, but you would 
pay no mind.” 
 

And so a soul is lost that was once so white 
as snow. Bible study would have helped but 
Mary wouldn’t go. 
 

—via newsletter of West Erwin church of 
Christ, Tyler, TX 

 Dates to Remember:  
 

August 25—Caring Cooks 
August 25—Blood Drive @ Activities Building 

August 31—Deadline to donate school supplies 
September 8—Caring Cooks 
September 10—WKYC Golf Scramble 

September 12—Monday Night for the Master 
September 16-18—Jim Gardner here 

September 16-18—WKYC Teen Week Retreat 

Baptism 

After becoming convinced that her baptism 
at a young age was invalid, Karen Hicks was 

baptized for the remission of her sins Thursday, 
August 18. Please pray for and encourage Karen. 

Blood Drive 

Our congregation will host a blood drive for 
the American Red Cross on Thursday, August 
25 at our Activities Building from 12:30-5:30 
p.m. you can preregister online at red-
crossblood.org  and enter CALVERTCITYCOC 
to schedule an appointment or you can just stop 
by on that day. 

 WKYC Golf Scramble 

The annual golf scramble  for WKYC will take 
place September. 10. After being held a  little 
later in the year, it is now back in   September, If 
you would like to  get a team together and     
participate, applications are in the lobby. 

Birthdays: August 28-September 3 

♦ August 28—Jonah Larimer                                                               

               Joyce Pritchard 

                          Margaret Redden 

♦ August 30—Gayle Hall 

♦ August 31—Marie Norsworthy 

♦ September 1—Tiffany Medley 

♦ September 2—Selina Zheng 

♦ September 3—Jonda Barrett 

 

My God and My Money  
A special series of studies based on this theme 
will be held here September 16-18. Jim Gardner, 
of Henderson, TN will be the speaker for this 
series. We hope you will be present and invite 
someone to be with you. 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .  And Reflection 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Paul Carr (Tim Carr ’s dad)—Lourdes 
 

Charles Allen, Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, 
Danny Butler,    Sue Cox, Carlos Morales Cruz,  
Billlie Davis,  Jimmy Davis,  Shirley Devine, Ka-
ren Hicks,  John Main,     Rudell &  Ernestine 
Noles,       Gina Swacker,   Wanda Thompson, 
Brenda Williams  
  
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  

Superior Care—John Main 

 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

A Cure for Hiccups  

by Steve Higginbotham  

The story is told of a lady who 
walked into a pharmacy and asked the 
pharmacist if he had a cure for the hic-
cups. The pharmacist said, "I sure do," 
and immediately and unexpectedly 
yelled, "boo!" at the top of his lungs. 
Well, this nearly scared the lady half to 
death! She looked at the pharmacist 
and asked, "Why in the world did you 
do that?" The pharmacist said, 
"Because a good scare will rid a per-
son of hiccups." The lady then said, 
"But I don't have the hiccups. My hus-
band does and he's out in the car!"  

Oops! Now there's an illustration of 
how assumptions can be costly. How-
ever, the greatest cost regarding as-
sumptions occur in the spiritual realm. 
How many people assume they are be-
lieving and practicing the things that 
please God? How many people believe 
things that they have never bothered to 
read and study for themselves? How 
many times do you think God will hear 
someone say in the day of judgment, 
"But I thought."  

The Bible says to "prove all things 
and hold fast to that which is good" (1 
Thess. 5:22).  

Pew Packers 

August 28 @ 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
August 21, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (August 17)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                        156 

 
Records for 8/21/16 
will be in next 
week’s bulletin. 
                             

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Bread of Life 
Deadline to donate—August 31 

 
Items Needed: Packs of paper,    
spiral notebooks, scissors, bottles 
of school glue, packs of crayons, 
rulers, erasers, packs of #2 pencils, 
crayon boxes, small pencil sharpen-
ers, and folders with fasteners. 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, August 28, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall    

Opening Prayer: Dale Roberts     

Closing Prayer: Randy O’Bryan   

Convalescent Center: Dennis Driver 

                                   Gary Smith  

      

   6:00 p.m.  

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt  

Opening Prayer: Jimmy Smith   

Closing Prayer: Garett Travis   

  

Wednesday, August 31, 2016 

Announcements: Lance Cordle  

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham  

Opening Prayer: Brad Parker   

Closing  Prayer: Gayle Hall   
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


