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Improvement 
College football is a popular sport. With its popularity comes 

quite a bit of national attention for coaches and players. This   
attention usually takes the form of interviews before and after the 
games. I have noticed recently how much coaches, players and 
analysts discuss improvement. They talk about focus, attitude, 
execution, etc,—all gauges of improvement. This is not just emp-
ty talk, however, because some of those same people have 
plans in  mind for the immediate future. Then, they come back 
later and assess their progress in improvement 

Not only do athletes and athletic teams deal with improve-
ment, but Christians do so as well. Of course, we normally think 
of it in terms of spiritual growth. Peter wrote, “But grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 
him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen” (2 
Peter 3:18 ESV). Our desired improvement may be framed in 
terms of worship, Bible knowledge, teaching skills, overcoming 
temptation to sin and personal relationships.   

This desire for improvement is good for us, and we should 
nourish that desire in a healthy way. While we may never be   
sinless  or as spiritually mature as we would like, we can grow. In 
this process, the following questions should be asked and pon-
dered by each of us: 

• Do I actively seek to improve? 

• Do I have a plan for improvement? 

• Do I pay the price of improvement: sacrifice? 

• Do I seek God’s help in improvement? 

• Do I learn from my losses? 

• Do I seek advice/input from others as to how to improve? 

• Do I encourage improvement in others? 

• Do I recognize improvement in others? 

• Do I regularly assess my  improvement?  

     Let us humbly seek to improve all our efforts as we live for 
Christ.      —Lance 

 



“Normalcy” is just around the corner! After 
a couple of weekends where so many are away 
on vacation, we should be settling back down 
soon. As we move toward the end of the year, 
let us strengthen our resolve in doing what we 
can for the glory of the Lord. Pray for our con-
gregation and our country in the days to come. 

Coming up at the end of the month will be 
our bi-monthly blood drive. I recently received a 
message from the Red Cross stating that they 
where they going to going some  donation termi-
nology. Whereas donors have been given the 
opportunity to  give “double reds,” now there 
will be “power reds” I  believe they are trying to 
lessen confusion over this important option. So, 
now if you are asked about “power reds,” just 
know it is new terminology for an old practice. 

We received great news Sunday morning 
when Kerry Creason told me that his sister, Gina 
Swacker had received a hear t transplant! I 
know Gina and her family are thrilled at this 
second chance at life. So, our prayers for her 
have changed slightly, with great gratitude for 
this precious gift and for her recovery. We 
should also pray for the family of the donor, 
whose death made this gift possible. An organ 
donation not only includes the life-giving dona-
tion but the death of a loved one in another fam-
ily.  

As we move further into this pleasant fall 
season, let us be thankful for life, family and the 
wonderful spiritual blessing we have in Christ! 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

 

 Dates to Remember:  
October 10—MNftM 

October 13—Caring Cooks 
October 13—Youth Group M.E.E.T.  5:30 p.m. 
October 16—Youth & Family Devo  
October 23—Sunday Night 3/16 Service 

October 24—MNftM 

October 27—Caring Cooks 
October 27—Blood Drive 

Monday Night for the Master 

Monday night, October 10 will be the next 
work night for MNftM. Anyone interested in 
working that night is invited to attend. Please 
sign the list at the back of the auditorium if pos-
sible. 

Important Meeting 

Sunday, October 16 immediately following the 
morning worship service there will be an im-
portant meeting in the old fellowship hall for 
ALL  parents and ANYONE else who wants 
to be involved with the youth. If you are unable 
to be there, please see Jared so he can make sure 
you do not miss anything. 

Birthdays: October 9-15 

♦ October 11—Mary Winters 

♦ October 12—Nancy Riley 

♦ October 13—Larry Nesler 

♦ October 14—Kathy Rogers 

♦ October 15—Anna Barlow  

 

Record: September 25, 2016 
Sunday  Bible Study—150                       
Sunday Morning Worship—206 

Sunday Evening Worship—129   
Contribution—$7,718  

Area Events 

(See board in lobby for more info) 

♦ October 8—Ladies’ Day at Walnut Grove  
Speaker: Emily Hatfield. 

♦ October 14—Fall Singing at Friendship in 
Murray begins at 7 p.m. 

♦ October 15—Ladies’ Day at Cedar Springs 
in Louisville. Speaker: Erin Wells 

♦ October 23-26—Gospel Meeting at Madi-
sonville. Speaker: W. Tom Hall 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .And Reflection 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Brenda Williams—Superior Care, 413 

Danny Butler—Vanderbilt, recovering from stem 
cell transplant 
Gina Swacker (Kerry Creason’s sister)—
recovering in a Memphis hospital from heart  
transplant. 
 

Charles Allen, Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, 
Danny Butler,  Paul Carr, Sue Cox,               
Carlos Cruz,  Billie Davis,  Jimmy Davis,  
Shirley Devine,     Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,       
Gina Swacker,   Wanda Thompson,                
Clatis Walker, Brenda Williams  
 Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,           
Sue Owen, Bobbie Travis 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

Efficient or Effective 

We have come to understand that the 
least expensive product is not always the 
best investment.  The same can be true with 
various procedures designed to help us meet 
life goals.  The easiest ACT prep program 
probably will not improve your test score that 
much.  A diet/exercise program that is touted 
to require no effort will not have a success 
rate in regards to weight loss.  We typically 
evaluate things based on their effectiveness 
not their efficiency. 

 A man injured his hand at work and was 
sent to the clinic.  He entered a waiting room 
that had a table and two chairs.  At the back 
it had two doors marked “ILLNESS” and 
“INJURY”.  Going through the “injury” door, 
he encountered a similar room with two 
doors marked “INTERNAL” and 
“EXTERNAL”.  Since it was a hand injury, he 
passed through the door marked “external” 
again finding a room with a desk and two 
chairs.  This time the doors at the back were 
marked “THERAPY” and 
“TREATMENT”.   Seeking treatment for his 
throbbing hand, he passed through that door 
into another room with doors marked 
“MAJOR” and “MINOR”.  Realizing that his 
situation was not life threatening, he opened 
the door marked “minor” and found himself 
back out on the street.  His foreman asked if 
the clinic had been able to help?  The man 
replied, “I’m not sure, but they are the most 
efficient medical center I have ever seen.” 

 Too many folks are looking for a simple 
or easy way to follow Jesus.  They would 
take a pill or send a check, but are unwilling 
to put in the study or self discipline.  Church-
es, which are a lot like spiritual clinics, are 
often very efficient but not very effective in 
developing spiritual maturity.  Let’s offer bet-
ter “doors” and let’s follow Christ who is the 
only door to eternal life. 

    —Don Loftis 

Pew Packers 

October 9 @ 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
October 2, 2016 
 

Mid-Week (September 28)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                           155    
   123  
   189 

   115 

          $7,332 

 

 

 

 

 

“Be still, and know that 
I am God.” 
   Psalm 46:10 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, October 9, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham   

Opening Prayer: Gary Smith         

Closing Prayer: Jared Higginbotham       

Convalescent Center:  Larry Davis 

   Gary Smith                                      

     

 6:00 p.m.  

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham      

Opening Prayer: Jamie Leonard      

Closing Prayer: Dale Roberts       

  

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 

Announcements: Lance Cordle         

Song Leader: Gayle Hall      

Opening Prayer: Randy O’Bryan       

Closing  Prayer: Quentin Riley     
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Sunday 
 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 
 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


