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What Do You Want From The Church? 
Neal Pollard 

Gary McIntosh writes, "An outward focus drives members into a closer and 
deeper relationship to Christ. It might be argued that a church could focus out-
wardly too much, which also would not be healthy. While this is a distinct possi-
bility, it is seen infrequently. A historical analysis of churches shows that the 
greatest danger is too much of an inward focus" (Biblical Church Growth 76). 
How do we know if we are focusing too inwardly and not outwardly enough? One 
way is to listen to the discontented language individuals and families use when 
talking about what they want from the church.  Here are some of the common 
ways it is expressed: 

•     "I wish the church had more for the (young families, young professionals,  
        teens, etc.) age group." 

• "I need the church leaders to help us find ways to be involved here." 

• "I want to do work in some activity I'm passionate about." 

• "I would like to belong to the group and be included in more of their  
        activities." 

•  "If we would just start 'Program X' or 'Activity Y,' it would help us be more  
        relevant to 'group Z.'" 

It is great for the church, especially her leaders, to ask questions about how to 
get more people more interested and involved. However, a church cannot build on 
individuals, couples, or families whose focus is more on "getting" than 
"giving."  The intentional emphasis of the church needs to be discipleship and 
calling every person to be more committed and service-oriented. The church    
always has plenty that needs done and not nearly enough to do it all. The elderly 
need taken to doctor visits or buy groceries. People need rides to church. Lost 
souls literally crowd us in from every direction, and they need invited and studied 
with. The poor need cared for. New and weak Christians need mentored and    
matured. We need to make our visitors and new members feel more welcomed. 
Bulletin boards need spruced and updated (as do church signs). Children need  
tutored. Bible classes need teachers and assistants.  

So many flounder from the sidelines. It is so tempting for us to be bystanders 
with our hands out, waiting for someone to give us a ticket to become part of the 
group. 

Those of us who are already members need to look for ways to be inclusive, 
involving new people in our ongoing works and programs (the Bible school, VBS, 
our camps, the lectureship, fellowships, etc.). Our focus must be outward, trying 
to pull people in.  But each of us must take that approach to our own purpose as 
Christians. The tendency truly is "too much of an inward focus." May we have the 
wisdom and maturity to ask, "How can I help?" It's the far more God-honoring 
question than, "What can you do for me?"  (This article was originally addressed to the Bear 
Valley church in Denver, CO and has been edited due to space and specific personal references.) 

 



Once again, several upcoming events need 
our attention: 

This Sunday evening, July 24th, we will 
again have a “3/16” service. Remember, this is 
one in which we will spend approximately 48 
minutes in worship, with 16 minutes of singing, 
16     minutes of reports by two of our deacons 
and  finally, a Bible message lasting 16 minutes. 
Please be with us July 24th. 

On Sunday, July 31st, Daniel and Heather 
McNatt will be with us for  a 5th Sunday.    
Daniel was our summer intern during 2013 and 
2014. He will be teaching the auditorium class, 
preaching during the morning service and then 
the afternoon service as well. Our schedule will 
be the same as it was in May, with morning   
services at regular times, then lunch and then 
with a final service at 1:00. 

Tuesday, August 2nd, we will host the      
Summer Youth Series. We will need your help 
with homemade ice cream. 

Saturday, August 6th,  is the day of our one-

day VBS, Back2School Bible School. 

On Sunday, August 7th, Brian Buckner will 
preach at our morning service. This will be his 
last Sunday with us for the summer. He will be 
returning to school this fall. That night, we will 
not have a 6:00 p.m. service, but will instead go 
to the Area Wide Gospel Meeting at the Carson 
Center in Paducah.  

I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

 Dates to Remember: 
July 24—KFC Activity 

July 24—3/16 Sunday Night 
July 26—SYS at Briensburg 

July 31—5th Sunday, Daniel McNatt, speaker 
August 2—SYS at Calvert 
August 6—Back2School Bible School 
August 7-9—Area-Wide Gospel Meeting 

 

  

Sympathy 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Barbara 
Owen at the death of her  father ,                  
Jack Norwine on Fr iday, July 15. His funeral 
was held Tuesday in Benton.  

Baptism! 

We rejoice to announce that Ellie Hall was 
baptized this past Sunday evening, shortly before 
worship. 

Ice Cream for SYS  

Tuesday night, August 2 our congregation 
will host the last Summer Youth Series of 2016. 
We will be serving homemade ice cream for re-
freshments. We need your help! If you can make 
ice cream for that evening, please sign the list in 
the lobby 

Area-Wide Gospel Meeting 

Mark your calendars for the 2016    
Area-wide Gospel Meeting at the Carson  
Center in Paducah August  7-9. Speakers: 
B.J. Clarke, Glen Colley. 

Birthdays: July 24-30 

♦ July 24—Priscilla Ramage 

                      Billy Walker 

♦ July 25—Betty Metzger 

          Margaret Robertson 

♦ July 26—Kim Booker 

           John Main 

           Nancy Mattingly 

♦ July 27—Glenn Davis 

♦ July 28—Jimmy Davis 

Schedule Changes 

Please note that on the Sunday       
evenings of July 31 and August 7 we will 
not meet at 6:00 p.m. (See adjacent     
column for reasons.     ) 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .  And Reflection 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Norman Bradford—now at home, diagnosed with 
cancer 
Sue Cox (mother  of Ronnie Cox)—Vanderbilt, 
recovering from surgery 

Karen Hicks—Lourdes, 508, recovering from 
knee surgery 

 

Charles Allen, Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, 
Danny Butler,    Carlos Morales Cruz,           
Billie Davis,  Jimmy Davis,  John Main,     
Rudell &  Ernestin Noles,       Gina Swacker,   
Brenda Williams  
  

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

 Are You Rich? 

Often times in our relationship, Sara and I 
will see something that someone has that is 
extremely extravagant or luxurious and we 
jokingly look at each other and say, “one day 
when we are rich, we will get one of those!” 
and then proceed to laugh at the hint of that 
even being a possibility.  

 Of course, we are only joking, however, 
interactions such as this one make me stop 
and think about the idea of being rich.  The 
more I ponder the idea, I quickly begin to sep-
arate physical riches from spiritual riches as 
most people do, I imagine, however we can-
not avoid the fact that riches are riches.  

 As humans, we have a God that loves us 
and even sent His son to die for us according 
to John 3:16.  We have the opportunity of 
heaven and the perfect venue to cater our 
spiritual maturity, in the church.  My point is 
that we are all rich when we stop to truly 
count our riches. We cannot allow life to   
consume us so that we miss the fact that we 
are blessed beyond all measure because we 
have a God that loves us beyond all meas-
ure.   

Perhaps the best way I have heard this 
concept of rich described is this; A rich per-
son is not the one that has the most, but the 
one who needs the least.  Are you rich?  

—Jared Higginbotham 

 

Coming Up! 
Back2School 

Bible School 

Saturday, August 6 

July 24, 2016 

 PEW PACKERS @ 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
July 17, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (July 13)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                        157 

                        147        
                        250 

                        168                         
             $11,012   

2016  

Summer Youth Series 

 
July 26—Briensburg 

 
“Disconnected from the Church?” 

 
Speaker: Craig Evans 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, July 24, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard   

Opening Prayer: Stan Gautney        

Closing Prayer: Robert Hall     

Convalescent Center: David Lineberry  

   Billy Walker 

                                                                                 

6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham      

Opening Prayer: Jerry Hall     

Closing Prayer: Glenn Davis               

 

Wednesday, July 27, 2016 

Announcements: Lance Cordle   

Song Leader: Ben Leonard     

Opening Prayer: Jackie Travis             

Closing  Prayer: Jared Higginbotham      
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


