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Forgotten Fruit 

Paul especially urges a particular quality that seems rarer these days. 
However, this is not a trait disappearing only with those in the world, but 
one that seems harder for us who claim to be disciples of Christ. He uses a 
word in Galatians 5:23, Ephesians 4:2, Colossians 3:12, and 1 Timothy 6:11, 
among others—James does, too (1:21; 3:13). The word, πραΰτης, means 
“gentleness of attitude and behavior, in contrast with harshness in one’s 
dealings with others” (Louw-Nida, Greek-English Lexicon, 1996, n. pag.). 
They suggest the word includes “always speaking softly to or not raising 
one’s voice” (ibid.). Another Lexicon, in defining the word, speaks to what 
may prevent one demonstrating gentleness, namely “the quality of not being 
overly impressed by a sense of one’s self-importance” (Arndt, Danker, et al, 
2000, n. pag.). Yet, surely there are other impediments to our bearing the 
fruit of gentleness.  

We struggle to be gentle, don’t we?  

• With our children’s weaknesses and mistakes. 

• When responding to our spouse, whether in impatience or aggravation. 

• With rude fellow-shoppers, incompetent cashiers, or pokey or inattentive 
drivers. 

• Being at odds with a brother or sister in Christ in a clash of personalities 
or purposes. 

• Having thoughtless or rude neighbors. 

• Engaging in a disagreement with a faceless, nominal acquaintance on 
social media. 

• Dealing with customer service, especially if we get an ESL representa-
tive. 
 This is just a sampling of situations which tempt us to abandon a gentle 

spirit. Aristotle called this quality “the middle standing between two ex-
tremes, getting angry without reason…and not getting angry at 
all” (Zhodiates, Dictionary, 2000, n. pag.). The New Testament does not tell 
the Christian that we cannot defend ourselves, protect our rights, or get what 
we pay for, for example. But, in addressing concerns, needs, and problems, 
how we do this makes all the difference. 

 For many of us, gentleness needs to be intentional. It doesn’t come natu-
rally.  We need to pray about it, prepare ourselves for it, and practice it. Our 
passion needs to be harnessed. Our speech needs to be tempered. Just mak-
ing the need for gentleness a conscious priority in our lives will greatly im-
prove our performance, with family, friends, brethren, and strangers. It is a 
powerful tool to win hearts and shape lives, beginning with our own.   

       —Neal Pollard 

 



Periodically, I try to remind our readers that 
The Encourager is available in both paper and 
digital formats. We have several people who 
receive this bulletin through the regular mail. 
They like the look and feel of having it availa-
ble, in their hands. We continue to mail those on 
a weekly basis. Most people receive them within 
about a week, due to the postal regulations. On 
the other hand, we have those who want to re-
ceive the bulletin as soon as possible and they 
receive a link through mass email. This enables 
them to either download it and keep a copy for a 
while so they can refer to it later. Or, they can 
simply click the link, read the bulletin, and 
move on to other things. We also have some that 
do both these things; or maybe, a husband and 
wife find themselves receiving The Encourager 
one way while their spouse receives it another 
way. 

Either way you choose is fine with us. How-
ever, I want to take this opportunity to allow you 
to change methods of delivery if you so desire. 
If you regularly receive The Encourager by mail 
and want to receive the digital copy, just send 
your email address to me, at: 
lance@calvertchurchofchrist.com. If you want 
to receive the hardcopy, just let us know your 
mailing address.  

Whether you are a Christian who worships 
with us regularly, one who has moved away, or 
a person simply interested in the work of the 
church in Calvert City, we thank you for reading 
this material. Don’t forget to let us know if you 
move. 

I hope you have a great week!—Lance 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

February 13—Grief Seminar @ Briensburg 

March 2—WNES 2016 begins 

March 5—Golden Age Banquet 
March 6—Bridal Tea for Ellie Smith & Jake Hall 
 

 

  
 

Sympathy 

Our deepest sympathy to the family of Jon 
Sievertson at his passing away on Fr iday, 
February 5. His funeral service was held Mon-
day, February 8. 

Our sincere sympathy to Gary Knuckles and 
family of the Briensburg congregation at the 
passing of his mother, Joyce Knuckles. Her fu-
neral service was held Tuesday in Indiana. 

 Golden Age Banquet 

Our annual Golden Age Banquet will be held 
Saturday, March 5 beginning at 11 a.m. at the 
activities building. The banquet is to honor our 
members 60 years old and older. Ralph  Gilmore 
of Freed Hardeman University will be the speak-
er. If you or your spouse are 60+, please sign up 
to attend the banquet by February 28.   

Cory O’Bryan 

Cory O’Bryan is stationed in South Korea. If 
you would like to send him a card or note of en-
couragement you can mail to the address below. 

  

PVT2 O’Bryan, Cory B. 

CMR 388 

Box 72 

APO AP 96208 

 

Birthdays,  February 14-20 

♦ February 17—Ronnie Cox 

♦ February 18—Joe Zheng 

♦ February 19—Dean Riley 

                  Noah Steele 

♦ February 20—Charlotte Hamilton 

        William Hamilton 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Kenneth Counce—Lourdes, 411 

Charlotte Evans (Teresa Owen’s mom)—St. 
Elizabeth Hospital, South in Erlanger, KY  
Ron Gulley (Laura’s brother)—VA Hospital 
in Augusta, GA 

 

Andrea Atnip (Stephanie Atnip’s daughter),    
Nelda Beth,  Billie Davis,  Kenneth Counce,  
Ruth McDaniel,  Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,  
Marge Redden, Danny Sloan, Brenda Williams   
 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Parkview—Patsy Atnip  

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

Trust in the One Who Never 
Changes 

We recognize that history continues to be 
written every year.  At one point the stories in 
our history books were current events, and at 
some point our current news stories will be re-
told through the lens of history.  Politics, eco-
nomics, philosophy and religion are ever-
changing.  However, God does not change, and 
His position over the timeline of earth is evident 
in two Old Testament passages. 

In II Chronicles 36:15-17 the historian de-
scribes God’s repeated calls to His people to 
change their direction.  Rather than repentance, 
these pleas were met with continued rebellion, 
so “The wrath of the Lord arose against His 
people, until there was no remedy.  Therefore, 
He brought up against them the king of the 
Chaldeans.” 

God did not forget His people, because they 
were part of an eternal plan.  Seventy years from 
the first Chaldean attack, God used the new 
world power of Persia to continue His plan.  Cy-
rus is credited with the decree to allow Jews to 
return to Judea, but II Chronicles 36:22 says, 
“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia–

in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the 
mouth of Jeremiah–the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia…” 

Let’s keep all of this clearly in mind as we 
react to the news of 2016.  We have a voice and 
a vote, but God is in control.  His decisions re-
garding the world are not based on national se-
curity or economic stability.  They will be based 
on righteousness and what advances His eternal 
kingdom.  In the midst of change God is our 
constant (James 1:17; Hebrews 13:8). 

    —Don Loftis 

February 14, 2016 

PEW PACKERS 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
February 7,  2016 

 

Mid-Week (Feb. 3)                       
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                  167                 
             193        
                          248 

                         136 

               $9,938      

 

“A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love 
one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to 
love one another.” 
  John 13:34 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, February 14, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall  

Opening Prayer: William Smith   

Closing Prayer: Jake Hall     

                                                           

6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard  

Opening Prayer: Brent Fortner      

Closing Prayer: Eugene Cope    

 

Wednesday, February 17, 2016 

Announcements: Randy O’Bryan        

Song Leader: Danny Walker  

Opening Prayer: Ronnie Cox      

Closing  Prayer: Jamie Leonard   
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


