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Removing Distinctives 

For over 20 years, before I began teaching in Christian colleges, I was a 
local preacher, building and planting churches in Mississippi. 

My task would have been easier if I had been  preaching for Baptist or 
Methodist churches. As a Mississippi sharecropper once said, “Everybody in 
the Delta is a Baptist ‘cept those who’ve been messed with.” 

Throughout those years I was friends with Baptist and Methodist   
preachers. We drank coffee together at the local drugstore, fought side by 
side against liquor and pornography and had friendly arguments about  
Scripture. 

They did not like it when one of their members was converted, but some-
times being reminded of their own theology (“It doesn’t matter which church 
you belong to”) kept them from being too incensed. 

Our insistence upon the necessity of baptism and our rejection of instru-
mental music were obstacles to faster growth. Many did learn the truth, and 
congregations did grow, but converts would have come easier and faster 
without those ideas.  

A number of my preaching brethren are now taking the easier route. 
They preach the importance of baptism, but they ignore its “embarrassing” 
implication that an unbaptized person is not a Christian. They honor      a 
cappella singing as a nice tradition, but believe it does not matter what we 
offer as worship in our assemblies.  

The divisions caused by our insistence on birth of water and Spirit, on 
connecting the Lord’s Supper to the Lord’s Day and on autonomous        
congregations overseen by shepherd/elders is our fault, we are now told by 
some of our own. They say we are not wrong for doing those things; but we 
are wrong for believing they matter.  

I believe they matter. A strong biblical case can be made for each.  

They do not take the place of loving our neighbor, feeding the hungry or 
caring for the sick and lonely. Getting them right should not make us proud, 
self-righteous or mean-spirited. 

But we need to get them right and we need to teach them to others. 

      —Cecil R. May, Jr. 

 



New Deacons Proposed 

Sunday morning, our elders presented the 
following list of men proposed to be added as 
deacons of this congregation: 

Ricky Collins 
Brent Fortner 
Jonathan Hart 
David Lineberry  
Jimmy Smith 

If you have a question or objection           
concerning  any of these men, please contact  
one of the elders, in person, email or writing 
(and signing your name to the comment). This 
needs to be  done by Sunday, September 17. 

 

Mother/Daughter Activity 

There will be a mother and daughter paint 
and pizza night Friday, September 22nd. It will 
be held in the old fellowship hall in the main 
building. You will need $8 for materials and $5 
per family unit for food. Sign-up by September 
18th. (Sheet is in old fellowship hall.) 

 

Area Events 

(See board in lobby for more info) 

• Gospel Meeting at Central church of 
Christ (Paducah), September 17-20, Speak-
er: Eric L. Owens 

• Bible Series at Washington Ave. church of 
Christ (Evansville, IN), September 22-24. 
Various Speakers 

• Ladies’ Day at Central church of Christ 
(Paducah), September 23, Speaker: Erin 
Wells 

 Dates to Remember: 
September 15-17—WKYC Teen Retreat 
September 24—L2L Practice  
September 24— Youth & Family Devo 

September 28—Senior Fellowship at Lone Oak 

September 29-Oct 1—RUSH at FHU 

October 9-13—Fall Break 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

Golden Agers 

• Hosting Youth & Family devotional  Sunday, 
September 24 at the activities   building. 
Meal is a potluck. 

• Trip to Lone Oak Senior Fellowship Thurs-
day, September 28. Bus will leave at 8 a.m. 

Birthdays: September 17-23 

♦ Sept. 17—Katie Roberts 

♦ Sept. 18—Riley Medley 

♦ Sept. 19—Mary Smith 

♦ Sept. 20—Hazel Demery, Robert Inman, 
   Gary Smith, Derek Wyatt 

♦ Sept. 21—Gwen McCaleb, Brad Parker                       

 

 

MISSION SPOTLIGHT 

East Africa School of  
Biblical Studies 

 

 

In February 2014 the Calvert City church 
donated $5,000.00 to help buy 7 acres of land 
on which to build a new preacher school 
building. In April 2017 a request for financial 
help was received regarding needing 
$5,000.00 to buy a good used van to be used 
at the school and a need of $3,000.00 to com-
plete a new church building near the school. 
They have baptized 18 people in the last year 
and started a congregation. They feel sure the 
congregation will grow rapidly in that area. 
On April 22, 2017 the Calvert City eldership 
allocated $2,500.00 for the van purchase or 
the church building, whichever is needed 
most. 

    —Jackie Travis 
 

 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Johnny Adams, Nelda Beth,                     
Norman    Bradford,  Betty Burkeen,      
Ethel Davis, Ralph  & Billie Davis,          
Jimmy   Davis,   JoNell  Dawes,                 
Robert Driver,  Cindy Grubbs,                  
Karen Hicks, Imogene Hulsey,          
Kandyce Owen 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main,  

Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark 

Stilley House—Ed O’Dell, Ralph Steury  

Military: Cory O’Bryan—Ft. Campbell 
 

Seeing God by 

Watching Jesus 

A young boy was asked to describe      
Jesus.  After some serious thought, he said, 
“Jesus is the best picture God ever had tak-
en.” 

That simple answer is   confirmed in the 
Bible.  In Hebrews 1:3 we read that God has 
spoken to us through His Son, and that “He is 
the radiance of His glory and the exact    rep-
resentation of His nature.”  In John 14 the 
apostle Philip asks Jesus to show them the 
Father.  Jesus responded, “Have I been so 
long with you and yet you have not come to 
know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father.” 

The Gospel stories are not only helping us 
to understand our Savior, they are revealing 
the very nature of Jehovah.  We come to see 
God as caring and compassionate — a    
spiritual being Who deeply loves humanity 
and is willing to sacrifice for their welfare.  We 
witness God’s patience, impartiality, and  
power.  God never endorses sin and is never 
blinded to the hypocrisy of religious pretend-
ers.  His judgment of evil is as real as His 
mercy toward the penitent. 

 Though we are adopted, we are still 
called to reflect the nature of God in the way 
we live.  We are to have the mind of Christ 
(Phil. 2:5), and like Paul, have Christ living in 
us (Gal. 2:20).  Godliness is a goal that pleas-
es the heavenly Father, but it also proclaims 
the unique character of the one true God.  As 
Jesus showed us the Father; let’s be sure we 
accurately portray God to the world around 
us. 

    —Don Loftis Record:  
September 10, 2017 

 

Mid-Week (Sept. 6)                        178                                  
Sunday  Bible Study            172        
Sunday Morning Worship           238 

Sunday Evening Worship            144 

Contribution                 $11,385 

 

Pew Packers  
Sunday, 5:45 p.m. 

 

WKYC Teen Retreat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 15-17 

 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, September 17, 2017 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall    

Opening Prayer: Don Whirley           

Closing Prayer: Tom Simpson      

Convalescent Center: Robert Hall 

                                     Gary Smith 

       

     6:00 P.M.  

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer: Larry Davis                       

Closing Prayer: Brent Driver                    

  

Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

Announcements: Jon Hart                       

Song Leader: Brent Fortner                  

Opening Prayer: Connor Parshall           

Closing  Prayer: William Smith              
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


