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The Power of One Word 
While flying home from Denver, Colorado last week, I sat next to a 

man who was reading his Bible. We struck up a conversation and I soon 
realized he believed he had the spiritual gift of healing. 

After giving me a couple examples of how he used his powers, he 
asked me if I believed what he was saying. I told him that my beliefs 
aren’t based on experiences, which can sometimes be deceptive, but 
upon what the Bible teaches. I then proceeded to explain 1 Corinthians 
13 and Ephesians 4 as he followed along in his Bible. 

When I finished he said, “I see what you’re saying, and have never 
really studied this before, so I don’t have an answer, but what I do have 
are my experiences, and I know that God has given me the power to 
heal.”  So, for the remainder of the flight, (nearly three hours) this man 
recounted story after story of his alleged healings. I had already made 
my point that my beliefs aren’t based on experiences but upon what the 
Bible teaches, so as he shared these stories, I simply let him talk. There 
was no need to argue point by point with all the stories he told, but as I 
sat and listened, I wondered what I could say that would expose his er-
ror. 

When we eventually touched down and regained phone signal, this 
man’s phone “dinged.”  He had a text message from his son. It was a 
picture of his son’s finger that had been cut while he was using a weed-

eater. When this man saw the picture of his son’s finger, he said, “Oh 
no, my son has cut his finger and from the looks of the picture, he will 
probably need a few stitches. I need to get off this plane and take him to 
the hospital.” 

It was then that I broke my silence and simply asked, “Why?” The 
man swung his head around and stared at me with a look that resembles 
that of a child caught with his hand in the cookie jar. For a moment, he 
just froze. It looked like he was searching for words, but they escaped 
him. The force of that one word was convicting. This man just spent 
nearly three hours trying to prove he had the power to heal people, but 
his first thought when he saw that his son was injured was to take him 
to the hospital. 

The take-away from this story is that one word that has the backing 
of Scripture is more convicting than thousands of words lacking Scrip-
tural backing. 

     —Steve Higginbotham 

 



It is hard to believe, but Fall Break is right 
upon us. Because of this many of our families 
will be traveling in the coming week and possi-
bly for the next two weekends. We pray that 
those traveling will be safe in their journeys to 
and from us. We hope you are renewed and   
refreshed by your experiences. 

Don’t forget that Monday Night for the   
Master is now back to twice-monthly. You can 
do some wonderful work for the Lord in the 
space of a couple hours! Just check the Dates to 
Remember in the Encourager and look for 
MNftM. 

We have two blood drives coming up and 
one of them is on the 27th of October. We     
encourage you  to be a part of this helpful and 
rewarding process. It only take s a few minutes 
of your time and may help as many as three 
lives per donation.  If you are not comfortable 
giving, or you cannot give, you can volunteer in 
some  other way. Just contact me. 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

****** 

Birthdays: October 2-8 

♦ October 8—Hannah Riley 

Area Events 

(See board in lobby for more info) 

♦ October 2-5  Gospel Meeting at Central 
church of Christ (Paducah) Speakers: Adam 
Faughn and Jeremiah Tatum. 

♦ October 8—Ladies’ Day at Walnut Grove  
Speaker: Emily Hatfield. 

 

 Dates to Remember:  
October 2—Youth & Family Devotional 
October 10—MNftM 

October 11—Youth Group M.E.E.T. 
October 13—Caring Cooks 
October 23—Sunday Night 3/16 Service 

October 24—MNftM 

October 27—Caring Cooks 
October 27—Blood Drive 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . .And Reflection 

Those to Serve in October 
 

Usher/Count 

Sunday PM: Aaron Cox         
          Cody Freeman 

 

Greeters 
Lobby:  

Jim & Joyce Dossett 
William Smith & Marie Norsworthy 

Interior Doors: 

D1:  Ross & Elisha Dougherty 

D2:  Jake & Ellie Hall 
D3:  Nathan & Heather Arant 
D4:  Dean & Chris Riley 

Announcements/Scripture 

Jared Higginbotham 

 
Lord’s Supper 

  Brent Fortner    Don Thompson                  
  Ricky Collins                        Kerry Creason                                                              
  Jim Dossett   Jimmy Owen 

  Tommy Dawes  Casey Counce 

 

 Convalescent Center Devotional 

♦ October 2—Robert Hall, Gary Smith 
♦ October 9—Larry Davis, Gary Smith 
♦ October 16—Dennis Driver, Gary Smith 
♦ October 23—D. Lineberry, Billy Walker 
♦ October 30—Jeff Hall, Gary Smith 
 

Prepare Meals for Neighborhood Kids 
♦ Oct. 5—Barry & Jill Travis                                     

        Garett & Blair Travis 
♦ Oct. 12—Leah Lineberry, Meta Lineberry,       

           Tommy & Denise Dawes 
♦ Oct. 19—Dennis & JoBeth Appleton,   

           Kyle & Joy Farris 
♦ Oct. 26—Larry & Bobbye Davis 
                      Ronnie & Jonda Cox 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Brenda Williams—Superior Care, 413 

Danny Butler—Vanderbilt, recovering from stem 
cell transplant 
 

Charles Allen, Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, 
Danny Butler,  Paul Carr, Sue Cox,               
Carlos Cruz,  Billie Davis,  Jimmy Davis,  
Shirley Devine,     Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,       
Gina Swacker,   Wanda Thompson,                
Clatis Walker, Brenda Williams  
 Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,           
Sue Owen, Bobbie Travis 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

We Ought Not Be Surprised 

How should a preacher evaluate his ser-
mon?  More importantly, how should he eval-
uate his preaching ministry?  Hershel York, 
professor of preaching at a Louisville semi-
nary has published a guideline to address 
those questions.  One of his tools is this 
question: Does the sermon divide the audi-
ence?   Solid preaching leads to some amens 
and some criticisms.  When “toes are stepped 
on,” the heart will determine how fast they 
heal. 

 Hopefully negative reactions do not come 
from a speaker’s insensitivity or arrogance or 
caustic judgments.  However, the truth spo-
ken in love will result in some enemies.  Je-
sus warned His disciples in Luke 6:26, “Woe 
to you when all men speak well of you, for 
their fathers used to treat the false prophets 
the same way.” 

 I believe this principle is true in the arena 
of life as much as it is in the Sunday pul-
pit.  As we live our Christian lives, letting our 
light shine may rankle a few folks.  Taking a 
moral stand might cost a job, and Christian 
values may create some hostile family ten-
sion.  Again Jesus warned, “Do not think that 
I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. … A man’s 
enemies will be the members of his house-
hold” (Mt. 10:34, 36). 

 Just like you, I want to have friends and 
be liked by the folks in my life.  I want those 
who hear my sermons and observe my ac-
tions to think positively about my ef-
forts.  However, watering down the truth re-
duces us to hypocrites and poisons those 
who need the truth.   

—Don Loftis 

 

Pew Packers 

October 2 @ 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
September 25, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (September 21)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                           158    
    
Records for 9/25/16 
will be in next 
week’s bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer:   Larry Davis       

Closing Prayer:   Gayle Hall    

Convalescent Center: Robert Hall 

   Gary Smith                                      

     

 6:00 p.m.  

Song Leader: Ben Leonard      

Opening Prayer:  Aaron Cox    

Closing Prayer:  Brad Parker     

  

Wednesday, October 5, 2016 

Announcements: Mark Hart        

Song Leader: Danny Walker      

Opening Prayer:    Don Whirley    

Closing  Prayer:  Tommy Dawes   
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Sunday 
 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 
 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 


