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Chameleons 
Chameleons are truly one of God’s most fascinating creations.  Their 

tongue can be twice the length of their body! Their feet are climbing     
marvels. Their eyes can focus on two objects at once, and they have a 360-

degree arc of vision. They can see both visible and ultraviolet light 
(information via Journal of Comparative Physiology, 2/98, PNAS, Vol. 
107, No. 12, A Field Guide to Amphibians and Reptiles, et al). Despite all 
of this, what do we associate the chameleon with?  It changes colors to 
blend in with its environment.  From this alteration of appearance, we have 
come to use the word in a figurative sense. To be a chameleon has come to 
mean one who becomes like those around them in order to blend in with 
them.  Often, the term is not used in a complimentary way. 

Paul tells us that he was able to relate to people of different               
circumstances, adapting himself to peoples of different backgrounds in 1 
Corinthians 9:19-22. Context and other passages would not lend support to 
the idea of compromising biblical truth in order to fit in with anyone. He 
would not sacrifice doctrine for fellowship with those in error nor would he 
sacrifice moral truth to accommodate those of a worldly mindset. Motivat-
ed by a burning desire to convert the lost to Christ, Paul went among the 
Jews, those under the law, those without the law, and the weak and used his 
knowledge, experience, and familiarity with people in those circumstances 
“for the sake of the gospel” (23). But he did all of that, being under the law 
of Christ, in a disciplined way (27). 

We are tempted to alter our speech, compromise our convictions, hedge 
our beliefs, and place ourselves in ungodly situations in order to fit in with 
people whose acceptance we seek. We may feel we have to put our lights 
under a basket (cf. Mat. 5:15) to appease a client, coworkers, non-Christian 
family, or others whose association or friendship we’ve made. It can feel 
more comfortable to blend in, to conform to them (cf. Rom. 12:1). 

Peter writes to Christians faced with persecution, encouraging them to 
suffer in this world in order to gain unsurpassed joy and blessings in eterni-
ty. They were tempted to enjoy comfort and acceptance here only to forfeit 
God’s acceptance at the Judgment. It is so hard to see past what we’re   fac-
ing right now, but we must ready to suffer with Christ (cf. 1 Pet. 4:12-19). 
Our challenge is to relate to as many people as possible, understanding and 
loving them without participating with them in what’s not right or making 
them think that they are right in living contrary to the way of Christ. Politi-
cians may “go along to get along,” but Christians have a higher calling. 
Make sure your Christian light shows up in the crowd!  —Neal Pollard 

 



Sometimes in the work of the church, the word 
“program” gets thrown around a lot. Some peo-
ple feel that a “program” depersonalizes them 
and their deeds. Let me apply this to some thing 
we do here—Monday Night for the Master. It is 
much more than a program—it is a framework 
in which you can personally work for God. 
Some of us have tight schedules and deadlines, 
and are personally pulled in so many directions. 
Some people may feel that they really don’t 
know how to be involved.  

Please realize that Monday Night for the   
Master is just that—a night in which you can 
devote yourself to the work of God. You may 
select an activity from those in place, or you 
may do something you see that needs to be 
done. The format we have in place is to help   
fulfill needs we know are there and to provide a 
framework of encouragement in which several 
people do the things they enjoy doing while oth-
ers go about the tasks they enjoy. Why not give 
it a  try? Talk to Gary Smith or Larry Davis. 

I hope you have a great week!—Lance 

Birthdays,  January 17-28 

♦ January 17—Karen Hicks 

♦ January 22—Shanda Gautney 

♦ January 23—Betty Hall 

♦ January 24—Imogene Hulsey 

♦ January 26—Larry Davis 

♦ January 27—Riley Smith 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

January 14—Caring Cooks 

January 25—Monday Night for the Master 
January 28—Caring Cooks 

January 31—5th Sunday 

February 7-11—Freed-Hardeman University  
                             Lectureship 

 

 

 Have You Earned Your Place In 

 Heaven? 

 

    After making a whopping $50 million dona-
tion to a gun control initiative, and because of 
his work against obesity and smoking, former 
New York City Mayor, Michael Bloomberg was 
quoted as saying: "I am telling you, if there is a 
God, when I get to heaven I'm not stopping to be 
interviewed. I am heading straight in...I have 
earned my place in heaven. It's not even close." 

 

    How does that sound to you?  Presumptuous? 
Arrogant?  The very idea that Mr. Bloomberg 
could think he could "buy" his way into heaven 
must be offensive to God.  How less offensive is 
it when we believe and act like we can earn our 
way into heaven by… 

 

    Going to church three times a week. 
    Reading our Bibles daily. 
    Giving generously each first day of the week. 
    Helping the poor. 
    Being a good father/mother/husband/wife/son 

   /daughter. 
 

    The above list could go on and on.  Do we, 
along with Mr. Bloomberg need to be reminded 
that after all we could possibly do, we are still 
unprofitable servants (Luke 17:10)?  Do we also 
need to be reminded that our righteousness, the 
best we can offer, is as filthy rags to God (Isaiah 
64:6)? 

 

    You see, heaven isn't a matter of attainment, 
it's a matter of atonement.  If we're in heaven 
some day, it won't be because we earned it.  It 
won't be because we wowed God with our own 
morality and righteousness.  And it won't be be-
cause God's indebted to us.  On the contrary, it 
will be because we're indebted to him! 
 

 —Steve Higginbotham, MercEmail 
 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Billie Davis—ICU, Baptist Health 

Margaret Redden—home from hospital 
 

Andrea Atnip (Stephanie Atnip’s daughter),   
Sandy Barlow, Nelda Beth,  Kenneth Counce,  
Raymon & Joy Cordle, Billie Davis, Ruth Davis, 
Brent Fortner,  Lloyd Glass,  Norman Gulley, 
Ruth McDaniel,   Rudell & Ernestine Noles,    
Jon Sievertson, Danny Sloan, Joann Will,  
Brenda Williams   
 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

Who Am I? 

In a society that stresses the importance of 
productivity and multitasking, we often may find 
ourselves busier than we previously imagined pos-
sible.  With new technology such as tablets, smart 
phones, laptops, television, etc., our attention and 
our focus has been spread quite thin.  To further 
the situation, we have also committed ourselves to 
a plethora of obligations like work, sporting 
events, school, friends, family, and so on.  We 
have split ourselves between such a large variety 
of events that, at the end of the day, what are we 
left with? 

As Christians, we must find time in our busy 
schedules to focus on God.  Let me rephrase that; 
we will not and cannot live and function in our 
day to day lives as Christians without spending 
time each day with God!  We have assigned im-
portance to tasks that do not deserve it, and have 
understated the most important aspects of our 
lives!  We often forget that we are spiritual beings 
just as much as we are physical ones.  As James 
2:26a states, “For as the body apart from the spirit 
is dead…”!  You see, we must make time to nour-
ish and care for our spirit just as we do our physi-
cal body, for without the spirit, the body is dead.  
We must take care of our spirit or our body is use-
less to us! 

In the book of John, Jesus compares himself to 
two crucial aspects of life; the living water (John 
4) and the bread of life (John 6)! These items of 
comparison are absolutely crucial for survival and 
we must truly, deeply acknowledge that fact if we 
are to grow as Christians.  Let’s change our per-
spective.  How many times do you eat and drink 
each day to accommodate your physical body?  
How many times a day do you eat and drink to 
accommodate your spiritual one? When you ask 
yourselves these questions, do you find yourself 
spiritually dehydrating and starving?  As we start 
the New Year, do not forget to eat and drink daily! 
 

- Jared 

January 17, 2016 

PEW PACKERS 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
January 10, 2015 

 

Mid-Week (1/6)                       
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                   152                     
1 service Sunday 
due to weather—94 

 

               $5,926  

Heaven and Home 

“With the same letter 

Heaven and Home begin, 

They dwell together in the mind, 

For they who would a home in 
heaven win, 

Must first a heaven in home  

Begin to find.” 

 

Quoted in the Wisdom Box, p. 63 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, January 17, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard     

Opening Prayer: Robert Hall  

Closing Prayer: Gayle Hall   

Convalescent Ctr. David Lineberry 

        Billy Walker   

                                                        

6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer: Don Thompson   

Closing Prayer: Dale Roberts   

 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 

Announcements: Aaron Cox    

Song Leader: Ben Leonard  

Opening Prayer: Dennis Driver   

Closing  Prayer: Garett Travis  
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


