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What is Your Passion? 

Most of us, repeatedly throughout our lives, get asked or ask 
ourselves the question, "What's your passion?" The word, defined 
as "a strong and barely containable emotion," is one we may use 
for ourselves but one as likely to be used by others to describe us. 
Thanks to social media, we can see people's interests, hobbies, 
and diversions whenever we choose. They post pictures, make 
comments, and talk about them with great frequency. However, 
there are some people whose focus is so intent on some topic that 
their emotion spills over. If anyone else brings it up, they cannot 
refrain from jumping in "with both dogs." Yet, they themselves are 
always finding and sharing relevant material that supports or up-
holds their views. Maybe it's guns (for or against), race (black, 
white, or hispanic), politics (R or D), illegal immigration (for or 
against), or some equally charged issue. Have you ever noticed 
someone whose passion seems to be for being argumentative and 
disagreeable? Passion is unmistakable. 

Not only through social media, but through my every social    
interaction, my life is declaring what my passion is. Those closest 
to me are best equipped to reveal what that is, but everyone who 
is exposed to me for any period of time can figure it out. What a 
sobering thought! I know what I would want that to be. Paul said, 
"For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). In Philippians 3:10, he 
simply says, "I want to know Christ-yes, to know the power of his 
resurrection and participation in his sufferings..." We have the cor-
pus of Paul's inspired writings, and it is filled with his expressing 
that passion. We have eyewitnesses to his ministry, especially 
Luke, who verify that this is what drove him and ignited his pas-
sion. 

A lot of people know that I enjoy dark roast coffee, all things 
Georgia Bulldogs, running, peanut butter, traveling, and my family, 
but do they see passion for Christ in my life? I don't get to say what 
my passion is, simply by thinking about what it should be in some 
moment of reflection. It is what my life shows that it is. When all is 
said and done, what will have been the great passion of my life? 
What about you?     Neal Pollard 

 



 This coming Sunday will be the last Sunday in 
February. With that distinction comes a change in 
the time of our Sunday evening worship service. 
As stated at the beginning of the year, for 2018, 
each last Sunday of the month will bring the 1:00 
p.m. start time for the evening. Only fifth Sundays 
will bring the addition of a potluck meal and a 
guest speaker. (The first one of those will be 
April.) 

With the afternoon service, you can have the 
rest of the afternoon and evening  to invest in some 
other way—possibly spending it with your family 
or taking advantage of an opportunity to visit a 
nearby congregation where family or friends     
attend. Other possibilities include some type of 
service project, or visiting a family that would be 
home because they no longer attend worship at all. 
At any rate, keep in mind that the evening service 
here will be at 1:00 p.m. this Sunday, February 25. 

The 2018 Wednesday Night Enrichment   
Series is set to begin March 7. The theme will be 
“12 Things Spiritually Strong People Do.” There 
is an excellent group of preachers set to provide 
helpful insight into the lives of people whose    
number we want to increase: the spiritually strong. 
The bookmark/brochure for the series is available 
in the lobby we will also be posting the titles and 
speakers in next week’s Encourager. Please be   
inviting your friends and making your own plans 
to be a part of this 3-month series. I believe it will 
be helpful to you and will bring glory to God. 

The annual Briensburg Leadership Workshop 
is coming up March 17th. The theme is           
Evangelizing the Community. I hope you can     
attend. A schedule of the day is on the note board 
in the lobby.  

I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

 Dates to Remember: 

February 22—Caring Cooks 
February 22—Blood Drive 
February 25—2nd  worship service at 1 p.m. 
February  25—Baby Shower  
March 7—Wednesday Night Enrichment Series   
March 10—Daylight Saving Time returns             
 

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . and Reflection 

Baby Shower 

Ladies of the congregation are invited to a 
baby shower for Heather and Nathan Arant on   
Sunday, February 25 at the activities building 
from 2:30-4:00 p.m. Heather and Nathan are           
registered at Babies R Us and Amazon.  

 

Bread of Life 

This quarter, Bread of Life Humanitarian   
Effort is collecting supplies for what is their most  
needed relief kit, the hygiene kit. Items needed 
are: toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, condi-
tioner, bars of soap, lightweight bath towels, 
washcloths, combs, hairbrushes, disposable 
razors, shaving cream, deodorant, and small 
packages of feminine products. Please bring 
donations by Wednesday, February 28.   

 

Birthdays: February 25-March 2 

♦ February 27—Elisha Dougherty 

♦ February 28—Kandyce Owen, Carol Steele 

♦ March 1—Avery Leonard 

♦ March 3—Robert Driver 

 

Red Cross Blood DriveRed Cross Blood DriveRed Cross Blood DriveRed Cross Blood Drive    

onononon    
Thursday, February 22Thursday, February 22Thursday, February 22Thursday, February 22    
12:3012:3012:3012:30----5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.5:30 p.m.    

at our  at our  at our  at our      
activities building.activities building.activities building.activities building.    



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Amy Strait—Marshall Co. Hospital, 107. No 
Visitors 
Annaliese Riley—Vanderbilt, 8415 

Mason Brandon (Kerry &  Debbie Brandon’s 
grandson)—daily treatments  at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital (out patient) 
George Mabry (Tim’s dad)—on Hospice Care 
at the home of Tim and Bridget. 
Marshall County Students, Staff & Families 

 

Nelda Beth, Norman & Joan Bradford, Richard       
Darnell, Ethel Davis,   Glenn Davis, Ralph  & 
Billie Davis,  Jimmy   Davis,    JoNell  Dawes,  
Robert Driver,  Cindy Grubbs,  Jeff Hall,  Imo-
gene Hulsey,  George & Hedia Mabry, Annaliese 
Riley, Gary Dale & Mitzi Roberts, Fay Stewart 
(Kim Copeland’s mother) 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main,  

Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark, Hazel Demery,            
June Tarkington 

Jackson Oaks—Betty Burkeen 

Stilley House—Raymon Cordle,  Ed O’Dell, 
Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan—Ft. Campbell 

We Care 

The doctor told his patient that he was fifty 
pounds overweight, and the patient replied, “I 
don’t care.”  A friend asked his coworker, if he 
was going to watch the playoff game, but he 
was told, “I don’t care much for hockey or 
sports in general.”  The pollster asked, “Who 
are you going to vote for,” only to be told, “I 
couldn’t care less.”  All of these responses 
reveal an attitude of apathy and disinter-
est.  Such attitudes will not result in any con-
structive or lasting action. 

Genuine concern for others is necessary 
for us to be interested in feeding the hungry, 
comforting the grieving, or getting involved in 
disaster relief efforts.  Calloused hearts rarely 
give generously of their money or their time. 

For 40 years, Larry West has been associ-
ated with the We Care Ministries of the 
White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ.  He has 
sought to cultivate a passion on the part of 
Christians for those who are lost spiritual-
ly.  How can we witness millions in foreign 
countries living and dying without Christ and 
feel no hurt?  How can we live in neighbor-
hoods where 90% are not faithful Christians 
without shedding a tear? 

Mark revealed Jesus’ true heart toward 
the lost in Mark 6:34: “When Jesus went 
ashore, He saw a large crowd, and He felt 
compassion for them because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd; and He began to 
teach them many things.”  Jesus cared deep-
ly about the lost.  Do we really care about the 
lost?  Until we care more about the lost than 
our comforts and entertainments, we will not 
rescue very many  

    —Don Loftis 

Record:  
February 18,  2018 

 
 

Mid-Week (February 14)            156                                 
Sunday Morning Bible Study          173                    
Sunday Morning Worship          230  
Sunday Evening Worship           126 

Contribution                                    $9,267.75 

 

 Pew Packers  
Sunday @ 5:45 p.m. 

 

Last Sunday of the Month  

Worship Services 

February 25, 2018 

 

Morning Services Regular Schedule 

Evening Service at 1 PM 

 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, February 25, 2018 

 

Morning 

Song Leader: Brent Fortner         

Opening Prayer: Casey Counce  

Closing Prayer: William Smith    

Convalescent Center:  Jeff Hall 

   Gary Smith  

   

Evening  

Song Leader: Gayle Hall    

Opening Prayer: Don Whirley       

Closing Prayer: Nick Darnell      

  

Wednesday February 28, 2018 

Announcements: Jon Hart  

Song Leader: Dale Roberts   

Opening Prayer: Leslie Bean   

Closing  Prayer: Pat Croley  

Volume 30 Number 8      February 25, 2018 

 

 

 

Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m.* 

*On the last Sunday of each month, the evening service will 
begin at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 

 

 


