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A Valuable Teacher 
A little more than ten years ago, I went through a rather             

difficult time.    I had   noticed a small knot on my neck, went to the 
doctor, and was diagnosed with   having a tumor in one of my        
salivary glands.  According to the doctors, tumors in this particular 
salivary gland typically have a 50/50 chance of   malignancy.  As if 
that weren’t enough, doctors also told me of three potential complica-
tions from the surgery I   needed that would have an impact on my 
speech. Suddenly, I went from being a busy, healthy person to being 
forced to acknowledge my own mortality and to imagine what life 
would be like   without being able to preach.  It was disconcerting to 
say the least. 

 During this  time of trial, I can say the   adversity had a way of 
separating the dross from the gold in my life.   Suddenly,    I saw with 
greater clarity than possibly ever before, the real   issues of life. 
Those issues had nothing to do with sports (including my   beloved 
Pittsburgh Steelers), bills, possessions, or any other such               
matters.  The issues that became clear to me were my relationship 
with God, my family, and my friends.   

  During those few weeks, I had a lot of time to think; not about 
the daily   routine, but about life in general.  I was humbled by my 
dispensability. I became more aware of my inadequacies.  And I was 
dissatisfied with the impact for good that I had made in this world.    

 Eventually, I had surgery. The tumor was removed and the      
pathology report   concluded that the tumor was   benign.   My fears 
were relieved, many prayers were answered, and I had a   renewed 
vision of what is truly   important in life.   

  Would I want to go through this   experience again?  Absolutely 
not!  Did I learn anything from the whole   experience?   Without 
question!   While suffering and anxiety are things we would rarely (if 
ever) choose for   ourselves, they are valuable teachers, nonetheless. 

 “It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn 
your   statutes” (Psalm 119:71).      

     —Steve Higginbotham 

 



A few years ago, some of us were introduced 
to the idea of a “3-16” format as an option on 
Sunday evenings. The concept is that on certain 
Sunday nights, 48 minutes of worship time will 
consist of 16 minutes of singing, 16 minutes of 
preaching, and 16 minutes of emphasis by a 
speaker on some edifying topic. Our elders have 
decided to implement this option once every 
three months during 2016. Their preferred     
emphasis will be to allow deacons to report on 
their respective works throughout the year.           
Consequently, the next “3-16” service will be 
this Sunday evening and for 16 minutes,  our 
deacons in charge of mission work (Jackie 
Travis and Jamie Leonard) will be  reporting on 
that aspect of the work here. I hope you will be 
present. 

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

***** 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

April 24—3/16 Sunday Night 
April 27—WNES—Don Loftis 

April 28—Caring Cooks 

April 28—Blood Drive 

May 1—Bridal Tea for S. Muse & J. Higginbotham 

May 4—WNES—Robert Guinn 

May 11—WNES—Chris Lyden 

May 12—Caring Cooks  

Sympathy  

To Galon Riley at the death of his brother, 
Martin Riley, Wednesday, April 20. Funeral ar-
rangements are currently incomplete. 

Bridal Tea 

Ladies of the congregation are invited to  a 
bridal tea On Sunday, May 1 for Sara Muse and 
Jared Higginbotham from 2:00-3;30 p.m. at 
the Activities Building. Sara and Jared are     
registered at  Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target and 
WalMart.  

Caring Cooks Schedule Change 

Caring Cooks will be taking a short break for 
the summertime. Meals will be delivered as usu-
al on the second and fourth Thursdays through 
May. May 26th will be the last delivery day be-
fore the break. Caring Cooks will resume meal 
deliveries in August. 

Birthdays,  April 24-30 

♦ April 24—Tucker Owen 

♦ April 26—Bobbye Davis 

♦ April 27—Harry Cutsinger 

Donation of Chairs 

A few weeks ago we received word that the 
Mt. Juliet congregation was    planning to send a 
container to Christians in the Sudan, Africa. 
There was a need of some folding chairs         
because of primitive meeting   conditions. It just 
so happened that we had several metal folding 
chairs in storage, which were  not  being used. 
Upon learning of the need, our     elders   offered 
those chairs to the church in Mt. Juliet. Last 
Thursday, two men from the church came with a 
trailer to pick them up. We supplied 191 chairs 
for this good work! It is wonderful to know that 
we were able to  supply something that was  
badly need by our brethren on the other side of 
the world! It is similar to the cup of cool water 
mention by Jesus that may make a world of dif-
ference (Matthew 10:42).  

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

Give the Gift of Life! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive 

Thursday, April 28, 2016 

12:30-5:30 p.m. 
at the Activities Building  



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Sandra Smith—procedure, April 20 at St. Thomas 
in Nashville. 
Imogene Hulsey—Lourdes, 504 

Sandy Driver—hand surgery April 20 

 

 

Charles Allen,  Nelda Beth, Danny Butler,  
Billie Davis,  Robert Driver, Genevieve Estes,                   
Terin Mills, Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,  
Karen Porter, Marge Redden, Joe Smith,                     
Gavin Thompson, Leisha Vaughn,               
Brenda Williams   
 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Parkview—Patsy Atnip  

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

April 24, 2016 

PEW PACKERS 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
April 17, 2016 

 

Mid-Week (April 13)                      
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                 164 

                        174 

                        230                                 
                    148 

                   $14,420 

 

WNES 2016 
 

Things Needed in Our 
Homes 

 
Wednesday, April 27  

“Kindness” 
 

Speaker: Don Loftis 

 Combating Consumerism 

As I sat eating lunch at Subway today, my view 
outside reminded me how much we have come to 
depend on the services that are provided to us.  Res-
taurants of all types compete to feed us tasty 
meals.  Doctors want to improve our health, while 
gas stations keep our cars running.  Where would 
we be without sanitation engineers, bankers, bar-
bers, and dry cleaners?  All of these vie for our 
business, and if our expectations are not met, we 
will take our dollars to someone else. 

I recognize that in some ways the church occu-
pies its own consumer niche.  The local church pro-
vides biblical education and skill development.  Its 
staff offers counseling in times of uncertainty and 
support in times of grief.  It partners with parents in 
providing youth programs and with senior citizens 
in establishing retirement programs.   If the con-
sumer is pleased, he stays and tells others what 
great blessings his church offers.  If he is dissatis-
fied, he complains and moves on to a  church that 
claims to offer more.  

It seems to me that our involvement in the local 
church should exist at a different level than a store 
or business.  The kingdom of God should transcend 
the fickle consumer mindset of “what am I getting 
out of this?”.  Membership in the church is a privi-
lege, and participation is a responsibility.  We are 
active workers not passive customers. 

Long before John F. Kennedy said, “Ask not 
what your country can do for you, but ask what you 
can do for your country,” Jesus had stated the same 
principle for His disciples.  Of His own mission He 
said, “I came not to be served but to serve and to 
give my life a ransom for many” (Mt. 20:28).  Paul 
quoted Jesus as having said “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 10:35).  Within our con-
gregations, let’s be committed to give more than we 
take! 

—Don Loftis  Note: You may have noticed 
that Don Loftis has almost become “one of us” by 
having many of  his articles featured here. One rea-
son is that Jared is not fulltime with us yet. Another 
reason is that Don’s articles are just the right length. 
And,   finally, his articles are usually excellent! By 
the way, Don will be with us April 27, for our 
WNES. We hope you will be here. 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, April 24, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt  

Opening Prayer: Brent Fortner         

Closing Prayer: Jimmy Smith     

Convalescent Center: Jeff Hall 

             Gary Smith  

                            
                    6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Dale Roberts  

Opening Prayer: Nick Darnell  

Closing Prayer: Ben Leonard            

 

Wednesday, April 27, 2016 

Announcements: Lance Cordle                

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt  

Opening Prayer: Kevin Hunt         

Closing  Prayer: Terry Medley       
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


