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Of Weddings and Baptisms 
  

“Baptism, which now corresponds to this, now saves you, not 
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal (the NIV 
says pledge) to God for a good conscience, through the        
resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21, ESV). 

  

I often say to a couple who want to get married that I am far more 
concerned with their marriage than I am with their wedding.  It’s    
funny how people put so much emphasis on one day, and so little on 
what follows.  They need to be prepared for life together, too! 

  

Similarly, the newly baptized Christian should be aware that a   
lifetime of living is what follows the lovely, memorable ceremony of 
baptism.  Please note that both are important.  One should have a 
wedding before being considered married and one should be      
baptized before being considered Christian. 
  

Some factors both have in common: 
  

• Both have a memorable, beautiful ceremony that is intended to          
solemnize the relationship. 

• There is a temptation to emphasize that same beautiful           
ceremony, however, to the detriment of the relationship that 
should  follow. 

• A “pledge” or promise to remain faithful for life is implied in both. 
• Those who do not get married, or baptized, are “living in sin.”  
• You can put your finger on the moment when you went from 

“single” to “married” or from sinner to Christian. 
• Forever after, that moment will serve as inspiration for those who 

remember it. 
• Both are lifelong commitments.  
  

Paul compares the Christian life to marriage (Ephesians 5:22-33).  
Our society seems to hold its commitments lightly as a pigeon   
feather.  Christianity would look entirely different if we understood its 
lifelong nature.                                                                               
      –Stan Mitchell,  
         Forthright Magazine 

 



 First of all, a big thank you goes to all who 
helped plan and put together the Golden Age 

Banquet! From those who  set up the          
activities building, to those who ordered food, to 
the young people who served and those who   
supervised them, we thank you so much. This 
event has been a blessing to our congregation 
through the years, as we honor those who have 
experience and wisdom in life. 

We also thank Ralph Gilmore for coming 
and being with us, not only Saturday, but also 
Sunday. His remarks Saturday were appropriate 
and meaningful. His sermons Sunday were      
outstanding. We were so happy to see Joyce 

feeling  much better after months of illness and  
treatments. 

I hope you have a great week!—Lance 

****** 

 

Area Events 

∗ Gospel Singing at Central (Paducah) church 
of Christ—Friday, March 18th from 7:00-

10:30 p.m. 

∗ Ladies’ Day at Lone Oak church of Christ—
Saturday, March 19th. Registration begins at 
8:30 a.m.  

∗ West Kentucky Leadership Workshop at 
Briensburg church of Christ—Saturday, 
March 26. Registration begins at 8 a.m. 

For more info on above events see board in    
lobby. 

 Dates to Remember: 
March 13—Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 14—Monday Night for the Master 
March 16—WNES—Chris King 

March 23—WNES—Mike Baker 
March 24—Caring Cooks 

March 24-27—Lads to Leaders Convention 

March 27—KFC Easter Egg Hunt 
March 30—WNES—Jeremiah Tatum 

 

Sympathy: 

Our sincere sympathy is expressed to       
Barbara Vasseur and Carolyn Kirk (who now   
lives in Pulaski, TN) at the death of their     
brother, James Beard this past Saturday, March 
5.  His funeral was held Tuesday in    Benton. 

Thank You: 

I want to thank everyone for the love and 
kindness shown to me during the loss of my   
sister, Lola Salyers. 

In Christian love, 

Betty Burkeen 

 

Birthdays,  March 13-19 

♦ March 13—Wendy Darnell 
♦ March 16—Trinity Beth 

♦ March 19—Jamie Leonard 

 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  9:00 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 

 

Begins THIS Sunday, March 13 

Remember to set your clocks  

forward 1 hour Saturday night. 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
 

Charles Allen,  Patsy Atnip, Nelda Beth,   
Danny Butler, Billie Davis,  Robert Driver,  
Genevieve Estes, Charlotte Evans,  Ron Gulley, 
Terin Mills, Rudell &  Ernestine Noles,   
Marge Redden, Danny Sloan, Maryn White, 
Brenda Williams   
 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
CCC—Betty Clark,  Eedra  Dossett,  Sue Owen 

Brookdale (Emeritus-Paducah)—John Main 

Lake Way Nursing & Rehab—Dora Davis 

Morningside (Paducah)—Bobbie Travis 

Parkview—Patsy Atnip, Kenneth Counce  

Stilley House—Ed Odell, Ralph Steury  
 
Military: Cory O’Bryan 

 

Avoid Content Overload 

Tyler Scarlett recalled the first sermon that he 
ever preached.  He was 16 and planned on 
speaking for about 20 minutes, but he ended 
up preaching for almost an hour.  He never 
forgot one elderly gentlemen who gave him a 
hug after the service and made this comment: 
“Son, I liked your sermon, but I felt like I was 
trying to drink out of a fire hydrant.” 

As a preacher, I certainly need to hear that 
observation.  After spending hours in reading 
and researching a passage or topic, I have a 
lot of information that I want to share, but I 
need to recall  that most of what I say will be 
new to my audience.  A sermon that has too 
much content can resemble highly con-
densed soup — nutritious but not very 
tasty.  Trying to squeeze in a fourth point by 
speaking faster may destroy all comprehen-
sion. 

 This is an important principle for parents to 
recall as well.  Children have intellectual and 
emotional limits that must not be exceed-
ed.  Lectures that are too long, too detailed, 
or too frequent run the risk of creating a com-
munication gap.  Remember, a car engine 
needs oil to run smoothly, but it cannot be 
poured into the crankcase faster than the en-
try hole allows. 

 Whether in classes, from the pulpit, or across 
the kitchen table, let’s be sure that we take 
full advantage of our opportunities to 
teach.  Priority needs to be given to biblical 
accuracy, but attention needs to be given to 
style, timing, and patience.  Even on a good 
day, it really is hard to drink out of a fire hy-
drant. 

 —Don Loftis 

  

March 13, 2016 

PEW PACKERS 5:45 p.m. 

Record:  
March 6,  2016 

 

Mid-Week (March 2)                       
Sunday  Bible Study                       
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday Evening Worship   
Contribution   

                 170 

                        199 

                        256                                    
                    156 

                     $9,616 

 

WNES 2016 
 

Things Needed in Our 
Homes 

 
Wednesday, March 16 

“Financial Planning and  
Understanding” 

 
Speaker: Chris King 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, March 13, 2016 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Ben Leonard     

Opening Prayer: Nick Darnell      

Closing Prayer: Kevin Hunt  

Convalescent Center: Randy O’Bryan 

   Gary Smith  

                                                   

6:00  P.M. 

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt     

Opening Prayer: Robert Hall       

Closing Prayer: Jimmy Smith      

 

Wednesday, March 16, 2016 

Announcements: Jeff Hall          

Song Leader: Ben Leonard    

Opening Prayer: Ben Leonard       

Closing  Prayer: Terry Medley     
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 


