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No Short-Cuts 
When James A. Garfield was president of Hiram College, a 

man brought for admission as a student, his son, for whom he 
wished a shorter course than the regular.  “The boy can never 
take all that in,” said the father. “He wants to get through    
quicker.  Can you arrange it for him?” 

Mr. Garfield, a minister-educator said, “Oh yes.  He can take 
a short course; it all depends on what you want to make of him.  
When God wants to make an oak, He takes a hundred years, 
but He takes only two months to make a squash.” 

Many want instant spirituality-like instant coffee or potatoes!  
It doesn’t come that way! There are no short courses! No     
short-cuts!  No gimmicks!  It takes time to grow!  Growth is a   
sequence– an      orderly arrangement! “For when for the time ye 
ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again…” 
was God’s indictment of the Hebrew Christians (Hebrews 5:12-

14). 

What was their problem? Using milk? Not necessarily!  But,        
continuing on a milk diet when they should have been on meat!  
They had not grown! They were not making progress!  But, they 
had time to mature! 

Is this our problem?  We have looked for short-cuts rather 
than taking the necessary courses essential to grow!  We can 
accelerate our growth if we are willing to grow, to participate, to 
be involved, to  apply ourselves, to accept responsibility-to      
cooperate!  This is why some in the church are more spiritually 
mature though they have been in the church a much shorter 
time. 

After mentioning the Christian graces to add to our faith,     
virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, kindness, 
and love–Peter affirmed that “If these things be in you and 
abound, we will not be barren or unfruitful” (2 Peter 1:5-10).  The        
implication is clear– if we are not growing in them– our lives will 
be fruitless. 

Take time to grow!                         
           —Clarence DeLoach 

 



The Golden Age Banquet was another good 
experience for our congregation! Many of our 
members, age 60 and over gathered Saturday for a 
meal, fellowship and an uplifting message. We 
thank the elders for their encouragement of this 
project though the years. We also thank Joy   
Farris and Cheryl Hall for planning and coordi-
nating the meal and servers. All in all, it was a 
very good day.  

Our Wednesday Enrichment Series is          
beginning this week (tonight, for those receiving 
this by email). A good and practical theme has 
been chosen for deeper study: “Standing on the 
Rock... Without Becoming Stone Cold.” We will 
be challenged and  encouraged by the topics and 
the speakers. Bookmark/brochures have been 
printed and are available in the lobby. Be sure and 
pick one up. The schedule is also available on our 
website. 

Also, please invite a friend to attend  one or 
more of these WNES sessions with you. We will 
make every effort to be prompt in our beginning 
and ending each session. All adult classes and the 
high school class will be meeting together in the 
auditorium for this series this quarter.  

I hope you have a great week.—Lance 

 

****** 
Care Bags  

For anyone you know  who is in need.  These 
bags contain basic personal care items and are      
available in the old fellowship hall. They have 
been filled and  assembled by the Wednesday 
night young adult class.  

 Dates to Remember: 
March 7—Golden Agers’ Trip 

March 10—Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 10—Bridal Tea for Abbey Farris 

March 13—WNES Speaker: Chris Kemp 

March 14—Caring Cooks 

March 16—Leadership Workshop at Briensburg 

March 17–-Youth Devotional 
 

Bridal Tea 

Ladies of the congregation are invited to a   
bridal tea in honor of Abbey Farris and            
Colby Blackburn in the Activities Building on         
Sunday, March 10 from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  They are   
registered at Bed Bath & Beyond and         
MyRegistry.com. 

Area Events                                                          

• West Kentucky Leadership Workshop    
“Linking the Chain: Connecting the           
Generations in the Church,” March 16                        
Briensburg church of Christ.                              
Registration begins at 8:00 am.                             
Lunch will be served.                                       
RSVP by March 14 to (270) 527-8691. 

• Gospel Meeting with Dan Jenkins                   
“Messages from Heaven”                                   
March 24-27, 2019                                                  
Central church of Christ                                       
For more info: 270-908-1215                         
paducahcentralcoc@gmail.com 

 

Birthdays: March  10-16 

♦ March 11– Cindy Grubbs, Jared Hall 

♦ March 12– Dot Morehead 

♦ March 13– Wendy Darnell 

♦ March 16– Trinity Beth   

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . And Reflection 

March 13 

Chris Kemp 

Admonishing the Wayward 



The Church and             
Relationships 

The Bible clearly describes the church as a 
group of people who have responded to the 
great Gospel   invitation of Jesus.  Far more 
than a building or  business, it is best        
characterized through the images of            
relationships. 

Christians have a relationship with God 
forged through the forgiveness offered in the 
blood of    Jesus.  We are “sons of God” and 
“joint heirs” with Jesus.  This relationship is 
characterized by peace and love and reflected 
in the open communication of prayer.  The  
Father knows our needs, while at the same 
time Jesus knows our name.  Spiritual     
closeness here foreshadows the eternal      
fellowship of God and His creation in heaven. 

Christians have a relationship with each 
other.  The New Testament repeatedly        
describes “brothers” and “sisters” who serve 
one another.  Fellowship with each other      
underscores a partnership and sharing that 
God’s family has with each other.  This        
relationship is seen in worship, common 
meals, ministry   projects, and prayer services. 

Christians also share a relationship with 
those in their communities.  Paul referred to 
himself as a “debtor to all men.”  Because of 
his privilege to know Christ, he felt a burden 
and passion to share the Gospel with every 
citizen.  Church members live in the real world 
and serve the needs that arise in schools,   
hospitals, unemployment offices, prisons, and 
government.  The challenge is to fulfill the   
Galatians 6:10 passage, “Do good to all men, 
especially those of the household of faith.” 

—Don Loftis 

 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Wanda Whirley—heart procedure, March 8 
Jacob Langston—scheduled for surgery  March 
11 in Mayfield 

Eric Boner—recovering from surgery at home 

Tim Mabry—Baptist Health, 371 

Kara Freeman—home from hospital 

Conner Copeland, Richard  Darnell,              
Robert Driver, Von Fortner, Cindy Grubbs, 
Ryan & Janna Beth Hunt,                               
Kirt & Brittany Hunt, Haley Lilly,  

Fritz Metzger,  Doug Newsome,   

Randal O’Bryan,  Cavan Riley, Mitzi Roberts,    
Nick Thomas,  Wanda Whirley 

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr— Betty Clark,  Jo Nell Dawes                 

Misty Meadows, in Metropolis, IL—Betty Burkeen 

Stilley House—Raymon Cordle,  Norman Gulley, 
Carl Hamilton, Ed O’Dell  
Superior Care—John Main 

 

Record:  
March 3, 2019 

 
Mid-Week (Feb. 27)               148                                                                                                                                   
Sunday Morning Bible Study            150           
Sunday Morning Worship            181         
Sunday Evening Worship             130     
Contribution                                     $7,902  

 

Saturday Night 
March 9th 

   Sunday, March 10 

    Prayer Session at 5:40 

 Pew Packers at 5:45 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 

 

Morning 

Song Leader: Gayle Hall 

Opening Prayer: Tom Simpson  

Closing Prayer:  Noah Steele 

CC Center Devo:  B. Walker, G. Smith,      
        D. Lineberry  

             

Evening  

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt 

Opening Prayer: Mark Hart 

Closing Prayer: Jeff Hall 

 

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

Announcements: Dale Roberts 

Song Leader:  Logan Parker 

Opening Prayer: Randy O’Bryan 

Closing  Prayer:  Youth 
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m.* 

*On the last Sunday of each month, the evening service will 
begin at 1:00 p.m.  

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
Bible Classes For All Ages 

 

 

 

 


