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You Can’t Take It With You! 
One of the ways to illustrate a point is to propose a scene so     

absurd, that the listener agrees with the speaker that such a thing will 
likely never  happen because the principle being stressed is true. One 
such illustration, which I have heard many times (and even used,   
myself), concerns a hearse and a trailer. 

The principle being illustrated is that we are spiritual beings living 
in physical bodies. While on earth, desire and obtain things that either 
give us pleasure or make life easier. When we die, the physical things 
will not be necessary, therefore we will not (cannot) take those  things 
with us. Therefore, the speaker says something like this: ”You may 
see many things in this life, but you will never see a hearse pulling a 
U-Haul trailer!” Such a statement often causes those who hear for the 
first time to nod their head in  agreement. Fittingly, 1 Timothy 6:7 is 
frequently cited as reinforcement of this principle. It reads, “for we 
brought nothing into the world and we cannot take anything out of the 
world” (ESV). 

The point is valid: You cannot take  your physical possessions 
with you into eternity. Now, imagine my surprise, earlier this week, 
when I drove up to a traffic light and, across the street sat a hearse 
with a trailer attached! You must understand that this was an excep-
tion to the illustration, not the principle. First of all, it looked like an 
older hearse and may not have even belonged to a funeral home—

could have been one that was sold to a private citizen.  Secondly, the 
trailer held hay and not anything else. Nor was it a U-Haul trailer.  My 
judgment is that it was possibly being used by a farmer or someone 
else to haul a few bales of hay. It could have also been used for a 
number of other things. One thing is sure, however: That hearse and 
trailer were not taking someone and their things to eternity! 

The sighting of the hearse and trailer clearly served as a reminder 
to me of God’s word and its principles. As “stuff” and “things” begin to   
dominate the lives of people, we must continue to stress that Christ 
and his kingdom are “not of this world” (John 18:32).  

So, even if you should see a hearse pulling a trailer, remember 
that it may be possible to see such an absurdity, but you still “can’t 
take it with you!”          —Lance Cordle 

 



Thank you so much for your generous response 
to the food drive this past Sunday! You always 
respond well to needs.  

Speaking of needs, the Red Cross is always 
needing people to donate blood during the holi-
days. The last several years, we have had a drive 
scheduled between December 25th and January 
1st. This year is no different, with it coming on 
Thursday, December 28th. This drive helps in two 
ways: First, the need of blood, mentioned above is 
met. Secondly, many of you want to help but don’t 
have the time. However, you may a have some 
time off during that week to give blood, or to help 
with the drive itself.  Either way, your help will be 
greatly appreciated! 

I hope you have a great week. —Lance 

 

 Dates to Remember: 
 

December 3—Pack the Pulpit Food Drive 

December 11—Monday Night for the Master 
December 14—Caring Cooks 
December 17—Youth and Family Devotional 
December 28—Blood Drive @ Activities Building 

 

Ladies’ Bible Class 

All ladies are invited to attend Ladies’ Bible 
Class on Sunday morning, December 10. Our 
girls will be leading singing and presenting     
lessons. 

Golden Agers’ Trip 

The Golden Agers will be going to Patti’s on 
Monday, December 11. The bus will leave from 
the activities building at 11:15 a.m. If you plan to 
drive your own vehicle please be at Patti’s at 
11:30 a.m. 

Monday Night for the Master 

Monday night, December 11 will be the next 
work night for Monday Night for the Master. If 
you can work, please meet at the activities build-
ing at 6 p.m. 

Schedule Changes in December  

We will be changing our 5th Sunday worship 
service schedule to the 4th Sunday. On Sunday, 
December 24 we will have Bible class and our 
morning worship at their regular times. There 
will be no potluck meal that day. An afternoon 
worship service will be held at 1 p.m. No 6 p.m. 
service. On Sunday, December 31 all worship 
services will be held at their regular times. 

****** 

Birthdays: December 11-16 

♦ December 13—Jeff Hall 

         Logan Parker 

♦ December 14—Linda Smith 

♦ December 15—Joy Farris 

         Dorthy Hall 

         Barbara Owen   

♦ December 16—Kensey Hall     

 

Ancient Truths for Modern Times 
WCCK, FM—95.7 

Sundays  8:30 a.m. 
Speakers: Lance Cordle & Gary Knuckles 

A Pause . . . and Reflection 

Thursday, 
 December 28th 

12:30-5:30 p.m. 
Calvert City  

church of Christ 
Activities Building 



 

 

Remember in Prayer: 
Sandra Stratton—recovering at home 

Rudy Kitchens (Amy O’Bryan’s father)—
under hospice care. 

Nelda Beth, Norman Bradford, Ronnie 
Burkeen,  Richard Darnell, Ethel Davis,                         
Ralph  & Billie Davis,      Jimmy   Davis,    
JoNell  Dawes,  Robert Driver,  Cindy Grubbs,                   
Imogene Hulsey,  George Mabry  

Nursing Home/Assisted Living:  
Brookdale (Paducah)—John Main,  

Jim & Barbara Story 

CCCCtr—Betty Clark, Hazel Demery 

Jackson Oaks—Betty Burkeen 

Stilley House—Raymon & Joy Cordle,               
Ed O’Dell, Ralph Steury  

Military: Cory O’Bryan—Ft. Campbell 
 

Some Advice Before the Funeral 

 

Well known singer/song writer John 
(Cougar) Mellencamp recently shared some 
thoughts about death in an AARP magazine 
article.  Now 65, he had this to say about the 
final chapters of his life: “I intend to make my 
ending good.  I’m hoping its one of those 
long, lingering deathbed conversions.  A lot of 
people go, ‘I hope I die quick.’   Not me.  I 
need to put things right.” 

My immediate response is to think how 
dangerous that attitude is.  Many die without 
warning.  An accident, heart attack, or stroke 
can end a life in the blink of an eye.  Old age 
is not promised to anyone.  Recognizing that 
conversion to Christ is the most important 
event in a person’s entire life, why would it be 
put off?  How much eternal risk should a per-
son take? 

Taking a broader view, my 42 years of 
ministry experience tell me that most people 
die just as they lived.  Given weeks or months 
at the end of their earthly journey, most    
people do not change much.  People who 
have had friends will have friends at the     
funeral.  Those who never appreciated their 
blessings will gripe about the hospice 
nurse.  People of faith will die with faith and 
those who were not religious will not ask to 
see a preacher.  Hearts are a lot like concrete 
— the longer they set, the less likely any 
change will occur. 

The message for Mr. Mellencamp, and for 
all of us, is the simple admonition of  II Corin-
thians 6:2, “Behold, now is the acceptable 
time, behold, now is the day of                    
salvation.”  Let’s not put God off to tomorrow; 
we need to be living for Him today. 

      —Don Loftis 

Record:  
December 3,  2017 

 

Mid-Week (November 29)             167                                                               
Sunday  Bible Study            182     
Sunday Morning Worship           242 

Sunday Evening Worship            155 

Contribution                               $9,375  

 

Pew Packers  
Sunday, 5:45 p.m. 

 

 

Caring Cooks  

Holiday Schedule 

 

Caring Cooks meals 
will be delivered 
December 14th   
only. 



Those Who Are To Serve: 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

 

10:00 A.M. 

Song Leader: Jared Higginbotham    

Opening Prayer: Michael Parshall  

Closing Prayer: Jerry Hall  

Convalescent Center: Robert Hall 

   Gary Smith    

         

       6:00 P.M.  

Song Leader: Kevin Hunt  

Opening Prayer: Ben Leonard                       

Closing Prayer: William Smith                   

  

Wednesday December 13, 2017 

Announcements: Jon Hart                            

Song Leader: Youth  

Opening Prayer: Dale Roberts                 

Closing  Prayer: Stan Gautney  
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Sunday 

 

Bible Study — 9:15 a.m. 
Worship — 10:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

 

Wednesday 

 

Mid-Week  Bible Study—7:00 p.m. 
 

Bible Classes For All Ages 
 

 

 

 

 


